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The Gibraltar Parliament 
 
 

The Parliament met at 3 p.m. 
 
 

[MADAM SPEAKER: Hon. Judge K Ramagge GMH in the Chair] 
 

[CLERK TO THE PARLIAMENT: J B Reyes Esq in attendance] 
 
 

PRAYER 
Madam Speaker 

 
 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 

Clerk: Meeting of Parliament, Tuesday, 19th December 2023. 
Order of Proceedings: (i) Oath of Allegiance; (ii) Confirmation of Minutes – the Minutes of the 

Second Meeting of the 15th Parliament, which was held on 22nd and 23rd November 2023. 
 5 

Madam Speaker: May I sign the Minutes as correct?  
 
Members: Aye. 
 
Madam Speaker signed the Minutes. 10 

 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Pillar Two Qualified Domestic Minimum Top-Up Tax – 
Statement by the Minister for Justice, Trade and Industry 

 
Clerk: (iii) Communications from the Chair; (iv) Petitions; (v) Announcements – the Hon. the 

Minister for Justice, Trade and Industry. 
 
Minister for Justice, Trade and Industry (Hon. N Feetham): Madam Speaker, I rise to make this 15 

Ministerial Statement to update our Parliament and our country on an important corporate tax 
reform. 

In the Chief Minister’s State of the Nation address to Parliament during the 2023 Budget 
debate, he spoke briefly about the importance of the OECD’s Pillar Two Global Minimum Tax 
initiative, mentioning that this is a significant and important change in international tax. As an 20 

inclusive framework member, Gibraltar joined the consensus on these changes and remains firm 
in its commitment to this day. This demonstrates our priority in complying with international 
standards and collaborating with the global community in preventing tax avoidance through base 
erosion and profit shifting. Given the importance of Pillar Two, this Government has dedicated 
specific resources to the creation of a working group in order to ensure proper implementation 25 

domestically. 
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Our initial view on Gibraltar’s Pillar Two implementation was that this was expected to apply 
to accounting periods in in-scope multinational enterprise groups commencing on or after 
31st December 2024. This has now changed. The adoption of Pillar Two is a dynamic process, and 
its global implementation is anything but uniform. Since that parliamentary address, the 30 

uncertainty regarding the level of global implementation achievable by 31st December 2023 has 
continued. Some EU jurisdictions have still not enacted legislation in respect of the latest EU 
directive on a global minimum level of tax for multinational enterprise groups. Some have even 
published draft laws as late as November 2023.  

We have considered the best implementation plan for Gibraltar. This is an approach all 35 

jurisdictions have taken: a roadmap which best suits their individual circumstances. The advice 
the Government has now received is that as part of its Pillar Two implementation, Gibraltar should 
first implement a Pillar Two compliant qualified domestic minimum top-up tax ahead of our 
original schedule, one that becomes effective for accounting periods commencing on or after 
31st December 2023. This is not a change to the domestic tax system as we know it. This change 40 

will not affect the vast majority of taxpayers in Gibraltar. It will only affect Gibraltar-based 
subsidiaries and permanent establishments belonging to in-scope multinational enterprise groups 
that are parented outside Gibraltar and whose parent jurisdiction has adopted the Pillar Two rules.  

In my capacity as Minister for Taxation, I am, therefore, announcing today that as early as 
possible in 2024, Gibraltar will enact the necessary legislation to bring into force this top-up tax, 45 

one that is compliant and consistent with the objectives and principles of Pillar Two, the OECD 
model rules and commentary and other guidance material issued up to and including 
31st December 2023. This is one of the aims of the working group we have created. This group of 
professionals, working in conjunction with a wider pool of expertise in Gibraltar, are well placed 
to deliver what we need and when we need it by. 50 

I understand that many who are listening may wonder why this is necessary and why the need 
to introduce it earlier than planned. The answer is simple: we have monitored global 
implementation, we have seen how this is developing and are taking the steps to ensure Gibraltar 
is among the early adopter group commencing with their Pillar Two implementation. This is not 
uncommon. Reforms in international tax are large-scale projects and timetables for jurisdictional 55 

implementation must be flexible. The introduction of a top-up tax in Gibraltar is a bridge to full 
Pillar Two implementation. We have seen how jurisdictions push for rapid implementation of 
these measures that best suit their individual circumstances. We need to, as well. This is, 
therefore, a strategic decision by the Government, one that protects our tax base by shielding 
profits of Gibraltar-based subsidiaries and permanent establishments, preserving our taxing right 60 

over these and, in so doing, raising additional and valuable tax revenues for Gibraltar. It effectively 
creates a safe harbour, allowing the required minimum effective tax rate to be achieved through 
a top-up tax paid in Gibraltar. Without this top-up tax in 2024, revenue from Gibraltar-based 
subsidiaries and permanent establishments of multinationals would be subject to the 
international adoption of Pillar Two outside Gibraltar. If we do not charge the tax, the jurisdiction 65 

where the parent company is based will collect it instead. The effect will, therefore, be practically 
neutral for those multinationals. It is an important and crucial step, a step towards our full 
implementation of Pillar Two, and one that has the approval from the OECD Secretariat Pillar Two 
team, cementing our participation in international efforts to address tax challenges whilst 
allowing Gibraltar the flexibility to continue to monitor how the international landscape in this 70 

space evolves. The Government will be releasing an official notice and press release on the 
introduction of this top-up tax and will continue to provide guidelines and a clear channel of 
communication for those affected as we continue with our implementation of Pillar Two. We 
emphasise this will have no effect at all but for the smallest number of Gibraltar entities.  

Madam Speaker, a resilient economy depends on more than just our tax competitiveness, but 75 

also on ensuring we continue to raise tax revenues from large businesses in accordance with 
international tax rules to allow us to be able to pay for our high-quality public services and 
education, among other things, and support other areas of government expenditure. With a 
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limited labour pool, we must equally continue to invest in skills, especially digital skills 
development, and encourage our young people to join the lucrative financial sectors in Gibraltar. 80 

In our commitment to alleviate the tax burden on our citizens, we aim to raise revenues from 
large corporations that thrive in Gibraltar, sharing in the benefits of our regulatory environment, 
business opportunities and unique lifestyle. This ensures a fair and balanced contribution to our 
community’s prosperity. Over the last nine weeks, we have moved quickly in this regard because 
we believe it is vital for our economy.  85 

I will not lie by saying that the pace we have set in the last nine weeks has been easy – the 
same pace the Chief Minister has set for his Government over the last 12 years. It has required 
working unsociable hours, including weekends, sometimes inundated by different and competing 
ministerial priorities. I therefore have to thank the Chief Minister for his unwavering support and 
guidance despite his own hugely demanding schedule, as well as the officials within my Ministry. 90 

In particular, I would like to thank the Commissioner of Income Tax, John Lester – not a week has 
passed without a meeting with him, often more than one, and countless exchanges; also, the Tax 
Working Group members for their expertise and time, as well as the advisers we have consulted 
and the stakeholders we have spoken to.  

I am obliged, Madam Speaker. 95 

 
Madam Speaker: Thank you.  
I will explain, for the benefit of the newer Members of the Opposition, that following the 

making of a Ministerial Statement, Members of the Opposition may ask questions for the purposes 
of clarification on any aspects of the Statement made. However, whilst questions may be asked 100 

and very brief comments made, they should not be made the occasion for immediate debate.  
Does anyone wish to ask a question? The Hon. Mr Clinton. 
 
Hon. R M Clinton: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
May I start by thanking the Minister for an advance copy of his Ministerial Statement and, of 105 

course, for the making of the Ministerial Statement, something which I have long advocated in 
this House; it makes the business of this House a lot easier.  

May I ask the Minister for various points of clarification without going into too much technical 
detail, because, as the Minister will be aware, this is not something that is Tax 101 but probably 
Advanced Tax, which is not to everybody’s taste.  110 

In terms of this working group, as far as I am aware, there has been no public consultation 
issued on this. If I am wrong, I am happy to be corrected. Could he provide some information as 
to the members of this working group and how they were identified? Also, given that they have 
had approval from the OECD – 

 115 

Madam Speaker: Let’s take one question at a time, so that we can keep our minds on that. 
 
Hon. R M Clinton: As you wish, Madam Speaker. 
 
Madam Speaker: Let the hon. Member answer that question, and then I will let you ask the 120 

second part of your question. 
 
Hon. N Feetham: Thank you very much to the hon. Member opposite. Yes, the working group 

was set up by my predecessor, Albert Isola, in consultation with the Finance Centre Council, I 
believe, and certainly in consultation with the wider industry. It pre-dates my time in office.  125 

I think you have also asked about the composition of the working group. I have the names here 
and I am very happy to disclose the membership of the working group. Apart from representatives 
of the Income Tax Office, they include Mr Vikram Khatwani, a tax partner at Deloitte; Adam Craig, 
who I understand works in the gaming industry in Gibraltar; and Neil Rumford, who is a 
practitioner at EY. I am absolutely assured – and need not obtain any assurance in relation to this 130 



GIBRALTAR PARLIAMENT, TUESDAY, 19th DECEMBER 2023 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
7 

because I know these gentlemen myself professionally – that they are of the very highest standard 
in the area of taxation.  

The working group has met in order to discuss the proposal that comprises the Statement that 
I have made to Parliament, and they have been very supportive of the Government’s initiative. 
We have also consulted other stakeholders and sought advice from third parties, Madam Speaker. 135 

 
Madam Speaker: The Hon. Mr Clinton, you had a second question. 
 
Hon. R M Clinton: Yes, Madam Speaker. I was going to roll them up because once I sit down, 

normally I cannot stand up again, but as you wish.  140 

Thank you very much to the Minister for identifying the members of the working group, and 
certainly I recognise those names, too, as being experts in the field of tax.  

May I ask the Minister two separate questions – easy ones: is this working group remunerated 
at all; and when was the working group set up? 

 145 

Hon. N Feetham: Madam Speaker, I do not know the exact date on which the working group 
was set up; all I know is that it was set up by my predecessor, Albert Isola. I understand it may 
have been a few months before the General Election. 

I think you asked whether the working group is remunerated: my understanding is that the 
working group is not remunerated. 150 

 
Hon. R M Clinton: Madam Speaker, I am grateful to the Minister for his answer.  
In terms of the work that has been done in assessing the top-up tax, does the Minister have 

any sense of the level of the top-up tax and how much potential tax revenue could be raised by 
this top-up tax? 155 

 
Hon. N Feetham: The level of top-up tax, Madam Speaker, will obviously depend on the 

application of the relevant rules. The OECD global rate of tax is 15%, so what is being proposed is 
that Gibraltar taxes the difference between the Gibraltar headline rate of tax of 12.5% through 
the effective rate of tax in individual circumstances and the global rate of 15%. I emphasise the 160 

obvious point that if we were not to tax that difference, another jurisdiction outside Gibraltar 
would do so, and therefore we are putting Gibraltar in a position where we do not leave money 
on the table, so to speak.  

You have asked whether we have assessed the level of revenues that we will raise. That is a 
difficult question at this stage. What we have done is looked at individual circumstances, and from 165 

our consultation of stakeholders we believe that the minimum amount that will be raised is in the 
region of £6.5 million. That is the minimum. We expect that the actual amount will be significantly 
higher than that, but it depends on the level of profitability, clearly, and the number of companies 
that fall within the scope of the relevant Pillar Two rules. 

 170 

Madam Speaker: Does any other hon. Member have any questions? 
 
 
 

PAPERS TO BE LAID 
 

Clerk: (vi) Papers to be laid – the Hon. the Chief Minister.  
 
Chief Minister (Hon. F R Picardo): Madam Speaker, I have the honour to lay on the table the 

Annual Report of the Gibraltar Police Authority for the year ended 31st March 2023. 175 

 
Madam Speaker: Ordered to lie.  



GIBRALTAR PARLIAMENT, TUESDAY, 19th DECEMBER 2023 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
8 

Questions for Oral Answer 
 
 

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS, CIVIL CONTINGENCIES AND SPORT 
 

Q687/2023 
New fire station – 

Facilities for female firefighters 
 

Clerk: (vii) Reports of Committees; (viii) Answers to Oral Questions.  
Questions to the Hon. the Minister for Industrial Relations, Civil Contingencies and Sport.  
Question 687/2023. The Hon. J Ladislaus. 180 

 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, will plans for a new fire station ensure the provision of 

facilities for female firefighters? 
 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Industrial Relations, Civil Contingencies and Sport. 185 

 
Minister for Industrial Relations, Civil Contingencies and Sport (Hon. L M Bruzon): Madam 

Speaker, yes. 
 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, can the hon. Member give more specifics as to the exact 190 

facilities that will be included? 
 
Hon. L M Bruzon: Madam Speaker, in relation to female officers or facilities in general? 
 
Hon. J Ladislaus: My apologies, in relation to female officers. 195 

 
Hon. L M Bruzon: Madam Speaker, all facilities generally – toilets, showers and sleeping 

facilities – will be for both men and women officers. 
 
Madam Speaker: Next question. 200 

 
 
 

Q688/2023 
Lathbury Sports Complex – 
Plans for cafeteria facilities 

 
Clerk: Question 688. The Hon. E J Reyes. 
 
Hon. E J Reyes: Madam Speaker, does Government have any plans to provide cafeteria 

facilities at Lathbury Barracks Sports Complex? 
 205 

Clerk: Answer, the Minister for Industrial Relations, Civil Contingencies and Sport. 
 
Minister for Industrial Relations, Civil Contingencies and Sport (Hon. L M Bruzon): Madam 

Speaker, yes. 
 210 

Hon. E J Reyes: Madam Speaker, could the Minister enlighten us on what type of cafeteria 
facilities he envisages? I will help him along with the answer. It is outdoor sports facilities in the 
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main part, but there are some indoor facilities, like the swimming pool area and so on. Could the 
Minister enlighten us on what type of cafeteria facilities are on the drawing board at the moment? 

 215 

Hon. L M Bruzon: Madam Speaker, at present, Government is exploring options, but there are 
definitely plans for cafeteria facilities within the sports complex. 

 
Hon. E J Reyes: If I can home in a little bit, Madam Speaker, are they going to be indoor facilities 

or outdoor facilities? The weather there, unfortunately, can be quite chilly during the winter 220 

months. 
 
Hon. L M Bruzon: Madam Speaker, definitely indoors. There is already an area assigned to that. 
 
Madam Speaker: Next question. 225 

 
 
 

Q689/2023 
Bayside Sports Complex – 

Upgrade to hockey pitch and related facilities 
 

Clerk: Question 689. The Hon. E J Reyes. 
 
Hon. E J Reyes: Can Government provide details of its plans and expected completion dates in 

respect of an upgrade to the present hockey pitch and related facilities at Bayside Sports Centre? 
 230 

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Industrial Relations, Civil Contingencies and Sport. 
 
Minister for Industrial Relations, Civil Contingencies and Sport (Hon. L M Bruzon): Madam 

Speaker, at present, the GSLA are in discussions with the Gibraltar Hockey Association in relation 
to the type of surface to be installed given that there have been developments on the 235 

international stage. Once the preferred surface of choice is determined, the proper procurement 
process will be initiated. 

 
Hon. E J Reyes: I am grateful for that answer, Madam Speaker.  
The Minister has rightly said that he is in discussions with the Hockey Association in respect of 240 

the hockey pitch surface and so on, but my question said, ‘present hockey pitch and related 
facilities’. Are there any plans envisaged for enhancement of changing room and showering 
facilities and so on? 

 
Hon. L M Bruzon: Madam Speaker, at present, the request from the Hockey Association is for 245 

new turf. 
 
Madam Speaker: Next question. 

 
 
 

Q690/2023 
GSLA accessible swimming pool – 

Cancellation of allocations 
 

Clerk: Question 690. The Hon. E J Reyes.  
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Hon. E J Reyes: Can Government provide information on why it was necessary, from October 250 

2023 to date, to cancel allocations at the GSLA’s accessible swimming pool, with details of all dates 
when these cancellations were necessary, together with a breakdown of costs incurred? 

 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Industrial Relations, Civil Contingencies and Sport. 
 255 

Minister for Industrial Relations, Civil Contingencies and Sport (Hon. L M Bruzon): Madam 
Speaker, there was a malfunction with the lighting system at the accessible swimming pool. Only 
the evening sessions after 6.30 p.m. were affected. Full repairs were completed during the week 
beginning 4th December given that these had to be scheduled with other existing works. These 
works were undertaken by the Gibraltar Electricity Authority at no extra cost, as they were 260 

undertaken during working hours. The pool is now fully functional. 
 
Hon. E J Reyes: Thank you, Madam Speaker. I did ask for some sort of breakdown of costs 

related. Obviously, I take it as an expense that had to be met by the GSLA, and if carried out by 
the Gibraltar Electricity Authority, an invoice must be forthcoming. 265 

 
Hon. L M Bruzon: Madam Speaker, the information I have is that it was undertaken by the 

Gibraltar Electricity Authority during their working hours and therefore there was no cost to the 
GSLA. 

 270 

Hon. E J Reyes: I am grateful for that, Madam Speaker. Should the Minister find in the future 
that there were costs incurred, would he please update this House? My experience, having once 
held that portfolio, is that even though the repairs may be carried out during normal working 
hours, the Electricity Authority does tend to raise invoices. I know they were forwarded in respect 
of the Bayside Sports Complex. May I have an assurance from the Minister that they will update 275 

the House as and when he gets an invoice? 
 
Hon. L M Bruzon: Madam Speaker, yes, of course. 
 
Madam Speaker: Thank you.  280 

Next question. 
 
 
 

HOUSING AND THE UNIVERSITY OF GIBRALTAR 
 

Q691/2023 
Elliot’s Battery – 

Refurbishment completion date 
 

Clerk: Questions to the Minister for Housing and the University of Gibraltar.  
Question 691. The Hon. the Leader of the Opposition. 
 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Madam Speaker, when will the refurbishment of Block 20 of Elliot’s 285 

Battery be completed? 
 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Housing and the University of Gibraltar. 
 
Minister for Housing and the University of Gibraltar (Hon. P A Orfila): Madam Speaker, 290 

Block 20 of Elliot’s Battery is a private estate and, as such, falls outside the remit of the 
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Government Housing Department. It is respectfully suggested that the hon. Member direct his 
question to the relevant management company.  

Thank you. 
 295 

Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Madam Speaker, I note what the hon. Member says, but even so, it was, 
she will know, part of their manifesto in the 2019 election. It was said that the Government had 
assisted the management company in upgrading and refurbishing the estate. It was said as a 
political statement and a political commitment. Therefore, I am asking, given that there was that 
statement made in their political manifesto in 2019, why it is that, of all the blocks, our information 300 

is that Block 20’s works are unfinished. Given that they had made a political statement and a 
commitment, one would have thought that they would have sought to find out whether the works 
had been finished to the satisfaction of all the blocks. 

 
Chief Minister (Hon. F R Picardo): Madam Speaker, the question relates to a time when the 305 

hon. Lady was not a Member of this House. The commitment of the GSLP Liberals in the 2019 
General Election was to fund the works but not to run them, so in this instance we are not dealing 
with the refurbishment of a government estate which is run by the Government, we are dealing 
with the assistance of the management company in the refurbishment of a private estate. That 
refurbishment is run by the management company of the estate. The funding is provided by the 310 

Government on terms. In other words, it is a soft loan if there are improvements which are in 
keeping with the Government’s policy, which there were, and we are working with the 
management company of Elliot’s Battery.  

There are other issues outstanding in respect of Elliot’s Battery that are ongoing, but the extent 
of the finished works, whether there is something still outstanding to be done, is not something 315 

that is in the purview of the Government, even in the context of the manifesto commitment that 
we acquired in 2019, spent four years delivering on and will continue to deliver on in respect of 
the lifetime of this Parliament if there is still anything outstanding to be done, which would come 
to us from the management company. 

 320 

Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Madam Speaker, their manifesto commitment in 2019 actually reads: 
 

We have assisted the management company to refurbish the estate and will continue to work with them in 
upgrading Government infrastructure in the area. The estate now looks much more modern and attractive than it 
used to and this will have added great value to the properties in this area. 

 
 I fully appreciate that this is a private estate, but given that the Government stated that they 

will continue to work with the management company and had assisted in funding the 
refurbishment, did the Government not show an interest in continuing to work with the 
management company in finding out whether the works had been carried out to all the blocks, as 325 

was envisaged? Given that the information that we have received on this side of the House is that 
the works to Block 20 are unfinished, will the Government now work with the management 
company and find out whether those works have been completed in accordance with, 
presumably, the funding that the Government provided? 

 330 

Hon. Chief Minister: Madam Speaker, I am delighted to go back five years, to 2019, to debate 
with the hon. Gentleman what the extent of that manifesto commitment was, but I will gently 
remind him that we won the election of 2019 on the basis of that commitment and we won the 
election of 2023, too.  

The commitment that he has read out is that the Government will continue to work with the 335 

management company on the upgrading of the government infrastructure there, and yet his 
question is about Block 20 in Elliot’s Battery. His supplementary, however, ends by asking me 
whether we will take an interest now in quizzing the management company as to why they have 
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not finished the refurbishment of Block 20. Well, the commitment is very clear. When the 
management company comes to us and says, ‘We have finished the refurbishment of Block 20. 340 

There is still an amount to be paid under the terms of the soft loan: will you provide the soft loan 
funding?’ we will, of course, provide it, but we are not running the refurbishment of Elliot’s Battery 
Estate because it is not a government estate. The management company has to run it. What we 
say in what he read that we would continue to do is deal with the government infrastructure, and, 
as far as I understand, the government infrastructure aspect has been dealt with and completed; 345 

I have been there on a number of occasions to interest myself in how that government 
infrastructure has been laid and completed.  

If the hon. Gentleman thinks that the Government should, in 2023, in exercise of a manifesto 
commitment of 2019, now go and police the people we have been working with – who have done 
a magnificent job in the refurbishment of Elliot’s Battery, which looks completely different to what 350 

it used to look like and value has, therefore, been added to those properties – he is a much more 
interventionist Chief Minister than I ever have been. 

 
Madam Speaker: One last question and we are done with this subject. 
 355 

Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Madam Speaker, it is not about going back five years. Five years on we are 
receiving information that the projected refurbishment of one of the blocks of Elliot’s Battery has 
not been finished. Given that the Government announced that it had provided financial assistance 
for the carrying out of works to Elliot’s Battery and promoted how great the work was, what we 
are asking is for the Government to take an interest, given that they provided funding and public 360 

moneys were used for that purpose, to ensure that the works were all carried out. Will he do that? 
 
Hon. Chief Minister: Madam Speaker, the point I am trying to make to the hon. Gentleman is 

this: we have provided funding for the works that the management company has wanted to carry 
out. We are not saying that the management company should do A, B, C or D, or Block 20 or Block 365 

21. We are saying if the works comply with certain criteria, then they are eligible for funding … 
Well, not funding, it is a low-cost loan. It is paid back on the basis of the service charges, but it is 
paid back. Therefore, the point I am trying to make to the hon. Gentleman about the manifesto 
commitment – not of this administration but of the one that has already ended – is that it was to 
assist the management company to do that which they believed should be done when they 370 

believed it should be done. We have done that.  
I have continuing discussions with Elliot’s Battery management company on other aspects. If 

there is anything still to be dealt with in the context of the refurbishment, I am sure they will bring 
it to our attention, but it is not for us to bring it to their attention, as the hon. Gentleman is 
proposing. I am perfectly satisfied that the works that have been done have been in keeping with 375 

the obligations that the management company acquired with the Government at the time that 
we agreed to provide the assisted funding, and I believe that the people in Elliot’s Battery 
management company are responsible people who have wanted to do the best by all of the 
tenants, and the evidence is there to be seen. 

 380 

Madam Speaker: Next question.  
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EQUALITY, EMPLOYMENT, CULTURE AND TOURISM 
 

Q692/2023 
Bruce’s Farm – 
Waiting time 

 
Clerk: Questions to the Hon. the Minister for Equality, Employment, Culture and Tourism. 
Question 692. The Hon. A Sanchez. 
 
Hon. A Sanchez: Can the Government clarify whether there is a current waiting time for 385 

individuals intending to commence the programme at Bruce’s Farm; and, if there is a waiting 
period, could the Government furnish details regarding the duration of this waiting time? 

 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Equality, Employment, Culture and Tourism. 
 390 

Minister for Equality, Employment, Culture and Tourism (Hon. C P Santos): Madam Speaker, 
the waiting list for individuals awaiting entry into Bruce’s Farm is currently one to seven weeks. 
The waiting time is only pertinent for those service users who, following assessment, require 
treatment to start with detox under strict medical supervision. There are no waiting lists for entry 
into Bruce’s Farm for service users who do not require the medical detox first. There is also no 395 

waiting list for service users who undertake their rehabilitation under the same therapeutic 
programme in the community. 

 
Hon. A Sanchez: Madam Speaker, I am grateful for that answer. Could the hon. Member clarify 

what they are doing to reduce the waiting times for access to the detox programme? We are 400 

receiving concerns from individuals and their families as to the number of weeks that they have 
to wait to access Bruce’s Farm. The delay is actually not with direct entry into Bruce’s Farm but, 
as he has clarified, with access to the detox period and beds in Ocean Views, so could he expand 
further on what they plan to do to reduce this waiting time? 

 405 

Hon. C P Santos: Madam Speaker, by 8th January the five people on the waiting list will be 
seen to, at least in a preliminary meeting with the multidisciplinary team. Currently, we are looking 
for an expansion of availability of beds in order to go into the detox programme before Bruce’s 
Farm. 

 410 

Hon. Dr K Azopardi: May I ask what is the capacity of beds there? 
 
Hon. C P Santos: There is no set number of beds at the moment. We have one available. We 

are trying to access two extra ones, but we are finding plans to move the people who are in the 
beds into other programmes. 415 

 
Madam Speaker: Next question. 

 
 
 

Q693-94 and 702/2023 
Supported Employment Scheme – 

Adherence to UK supported employment model; inclusive apprenticeships/internships; 
number of individuals assisted 

 
Clerk: Question 693. The Hon. A Sanchez. 
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Hon. A Sanchez: Does Supported Employment Company Ltd adhere to the supported 420 

employment model practised in the UK? 
 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Equality, Employment, Culture and Tourism. 
 
Minister for Equality, Employment, Culture and Tourism (Hon. C P Santos): Madam Speaker, 425 

I will answer this question together with Questions 694 and 702. 
 
Clerk: Question 694. The Hon. A Sanchez. 
 
Hon. A Sanchez: Are there locally facilitated inclusive apprenticeships and supported 430 

internships; and, if so, could the Government provide the figures for the number of individuals 
currently participating and the date of commencement of their said apprenticeship/internship? 

 
Clerk: Question 702. The Hon. the Leader of the Opposition. 
 435 

Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Madam Speaker, how many different individuals have been assisted under 
the Supported Employment Scheme from 1st January 2012 to 1st January 2023? 

 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Equality, Employment, Culture and Tourism. 
 440 

Hon. C P Santos: Madam Speaker, in answer to Question 693, Supported Employment 
Company Ltd is modelled on the UK model of supported employment, though some of our 
protocols differ due to size, population, culture and employability opportunities.  

In answer to Question 694, Supported Employment Company Ltd currently employs 65 persons 
with supported needs throughout our community. They do not specifically follow internships 445 

and/or apprenticeship programmes, but instead are learning on the job. 
In answer to Question 702, I can confirm that 97 individuals have been assisted by the 

Supported Employment Scheme in this period. 
 
Hon. A Sanchez: In relation to supported employment and the model that it follows, would the 450 

hon. Member have any information about how many trained and qualified job coaches are 
employed under Supported Employment Company, what qualifications and training they have 
received and where they have acquired these? 

 
Hon. C P Santos: There are five steps to follow in the UK model. We follow four. We are in the 455 

process of training our job coaches. This is a process that started from when I came into office in 
October. 

 
Hon. A Sanchez: Just to clarify, the hon. Member is stating that the job coaches are being 

trained now? 460 

 
Hon. C P Santos: Madam Speaker, no, they are not being trained now. We are finalising what 

the processes are. We have identified some members of our staff who will be getting training for 
this, but the training of the job coaches is not taking place right now. 

 465 

Hon. A Sanchez: If the hon. Member could answer my question, perhaps: how many job 
coaches are there who are actually trained and qualified as job coaches in the Supported 
Employment Company? What is the complement of actual trained and qualified job coaches? 

 
Hon. C P Santos: Currently, we do not have any trained job coaches. We have a team of four 470 

who are assisting with the supported employment programme, but as I mentioned, we have 
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identified two new members of staff whom we want to train to continue this job, as we are now 
securing following the supported employment model of the UK. 

 
Hon. A Sanchez: Just to clarify, you have a Supported Employment Company that has been 475 

running for several years, but you have, currently, no trained and qualified job coaches and you 
are now training them – that is the position? 

 
Hon. C P Santos: You mentioned how does it run now. Right now, since I came into office, we 

have started to follow the model. We have run Supported Employment Company differently. I am 480 

now looking at a different model to continue, seeing as the needs seem to be expanding, and as 
a succession plan and seeing what numbers we are hopefully going to have to cater for. We are 
looking at remodelling how we are going to continue working with the Supported Employment 
Company. 

 485 

Hon. A Sanchez: Since the model is being reviewed and you are changing the way that it works, 
do you have any plans to publish any guidelines, such as the ones that exist in the UK, to give the 
general public some more information in relation to the process, the model that is being followed, 
the criteria, etc? 

 490 

Hon. C P Santos: Yes. 
 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Madam Speaker, in my question, which is Question 702 – just to be clear, 

so that we are not talking at cross purposes and the Minister has answered the precise question 
that I was looking for – I asked for different individuals. He has given the answer 97, so these are 495 

97 different individuals throughout the 12-year period? That is correct, isn’t it? 
 
Hon. C P Santos: Madam Speaker, that is correct. 
 
Madam Speaker: Next question. 500 

 
 
 

Q695-97/2023 
Morocco – 

Actions to secure tourism and business opportunities/air and sea link services 
 

Clerk: Question 695. The Hon. G Origo. 
 
Hon. G Origo: Madam Speaker, what specifically is the Minister for Tourism doing to secure 

tourism and business opportunities with Morocco? 
 505 

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Equality, Employment, Culture and Tourism. 
 
Minister for Equality, Employment, Culture and Tourism (Hon. C P Santos): Madam Speaker, 

I will answer this question together with Questions 696 and 697. 
 510 

Clerk: Question 696. The Hon. G Origo. 
 
Hon. G Origo: Madam Speaker, can the Government confirm whether it has received any 

proposals yet from private entities for the provision of links by air and sea to Morocco? 
 515 

Clerk: Question 697. The Hon. G Origo.  
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Hon. G Origo: Can the Government explain how it proposes to entice air and sea links to 
Morocco? How would the Government ensure that the continuous running of such a service is 
maintained, given that these have been available in the past, albeit unsuccessfully? 

 520 

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Equality, Employment, Culture and Tourism. 
 
Hon. C P Santos: Madam Speaker, in answer to Question 695, I am working with the Minister 

with responsibility for developing relations with Morocco in order to organise trade missions, both 
locally and abroad, to further our relationship with Morocco.  525 

In answer to Question 696, the re-establishment of air links is something that we are currently 
pursuing. We have received an initial proposal for air links, but it is still in the early stages and 
under consideration.  

In answer to Question 697, once we established these links to Morocco, we would not leave 
any stone unturned to ensure the continuous running of such services. 530 

 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Is the Minister willing to reveal from which airline he has received a 

proposal? 
 
Hon. C P Santos: Not at this stage. It is very early stages. 535 

 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: In relation to these trade missions that he has discussed with his colleague 

Minister, can he elaborate a bit more on the kind of timescale that he intends to launch these 
trade missions in? 

 540 

Hon. C P Santos: Currently, we are planning on this taking place in the first quarter of the New 
Year. 

 
Madam Speaker: Next question. 

 
 
 

Q698/2023 
Shared parental leave – 

Timescale re drafting of Bill 
 

Clerk: Question 698. The Hon. G Origo. 545 

 
Hon. G Origo: Madam Speaker, by when does the Government think it will have drafted a Bill 

with the legislation amendments necessary to allow parental leave to be shared equally between 
parents of a newborn? 

 550 

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Equality, Employment, Culture and Tourism. 
 
Minister for Equality, Employment, Culture and Tourism (Hon. C P Santos): Madam Speaker, 

the Government remains fully committed to the introduction of parental leave. There have been 
a number of operational and logistical issues that have made the process of co-ordinating this 555 

challenging. The Government will, nonetheless, fulfil this manifesto commitment as soon as it is 
feasibly possible. 

 
Madam Speaker: Next question.  
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Q699/2023 
Disability champions – 

Plans for introduction throughout the public sector 
 

Clerk: Question 699. The Hon. G Origo. 560 

 
Hon. G Origo: Madam Speaker, can the Government explain its plans on how it proposes to 

introduce disability champions throughout the public sector for the purpose of ensuring 
adherence to the responsibilities contained in the Disability Act? Will such responsibilities be 
further remunerated? If remunerated, what would be the expected cost to Government for the 565 

introduction of disability champions to the public sector? 
 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Equality, Employment, Culture and Tourism. 
 
Minister for Equality, Employment, Culture and Tourism (Hon. C P Santos): Madam Speaker, 570 

training on the Disability Act will be delivered to all departments, so that everyone understands 
the Disability Act. It is then up to the head of department to liaise with their team and assign a 
disability champion. All disability champions will then have a meeting with the Supported Needs 
and Disability Office, whereby they will receive training on how to be a disability champion. 
Documents are currently being developed to support those in this role. Champions will then have 575 

regular meetings with the Supported Needs and Disability Office, as well as direct access to them 
should they require it. 

This responsibility will not be remunerated. For example, every department has their own fire 
marshal, IT liaison officer, first aider, health and safety officer, etc., which are not separately 
remunerated either. Those with these responsibilities do have protected time within their 580 

established work schedule to tend to these issues. In the same way, the disability champions will 
have specific time assigned to them during working hours, and this time will be protected so as to 
ensure that this role is being conducted properly. 

 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: The Minister mentioned in his answer that documents were being 585 

prepared. Can he perhaps elaborate on that? Are these internal guidance documents to civil 
servants that are being prepared; and, if so, are they going to be also made public, or are they just 
internal Civil Service documents? 

 
Hon. C P Santos: Madam Speaker, the documents are intended to be given to those who will 590 

become disability champions – guidelines on the Disability Act and how to continue the job in a 
beneficial way. 

 
Madam Speaker: Next question. 

 
 
 

Q700/2023 
Flight service interruptions – 

Number and causes 
 

Clerk: Question 700. The Hon. G Origo. 595 

 
Hon. G Origo: Madam Speaker, can the Government provide details as to the number of flights 

that experienced service interruptions, together with a breakdown of the causes of those 
interruptions?  
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Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Equality, Employment, Culture and Tourism. 600 

 
Minister for Equality, Employment, Culture and Tourism (Hon. C P Santos): Madam Speaker, 

yes, I will now provide the hon. Member with a handout of the breakdown requested since my 
time in office from 12th October 2023, given there have been no specific dates requested. 
 
Answer to Question 700/2023 
 

Period Diversions Cause 

From 12th October - 

31st October 

11 diversions (10 

Malaga/1 Sevilla) 

All due South Westerly  

winds 

(crosswinds/turbulence). 

From 12th October — 

31st October 

1 diversion (Malaga) Inbound flight delayed 

so late that GIB ATC 

had already closed for 

the night as per laid 

down operating hours. 

From 12th October — 

31st October 

1 diversion (Malaga) Operating flight crew 

not certified to operate 

to GIB. 

November 5 diversions (Malaga) 4 due to South Westerly 

winds 

(crosswinds/turbulence)   

and 1 due to mist 

1st December — 13th 

Dec 23 

2 diversions (Malaga) Both due to poor  

visibility 

 
Madam Speaker: Perhaps we can move on to Question 701, and when you have had a chance 605 

to look at the tables, I will let you ask any supplementaries. 
 
 
 

Q701/2023 
UK-GIB Tourism Association – 

Next meeting date 
 

Clerk: Question 701. The Hon. G Origo. 
 
Hon. G Origo: Madam Speaker, can the Government confirm whether the UK-GIB Tourism 

Association has set its next meeting date yet? 610 

 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Equality, Employment, Culture and Tourism. 
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Minister for Equality, Employment, Culture and Tourism (Hon. C P Santos): Madam Speaker, 
the UKGTA no longer exists in its original format. We commenced a consultation process and met 615 

all relevant stakeholders to establish the relevance of the previous format of the UKGTA and its 
relevance in today’s world, to discuss how to proceed from now on. 

 
Hon. G Origo: Madam Speaker, if I may just push a little further, there was a manifesto 

commitment in the hon. Members’ manifesto in 2019 which stated that the UKGTA would meet 620 

within the first 60 days of the GSLP being elected into office. Can the hon. Member please confirm 
that there will be no body made up to take over what the UK-GB Tourism Association used to work 
towards? 

 
Chief Minister (Hon. F R Picardo): Madam Speaker, the only Members of the Government who 625 

contested the 2019 General Election who remain in this House are the Hon. John Cortes, the Hon. 
Deputy Chief Minister, the Hon. Joe Bossano and myself, and none of us held the portfolio of 
tourism. We have, all of us together, defended the 2023 General Election manifesto, which, from 
memory – but I did write it – does not mention the UKGTA. 

 630 

Hon. G Origo: Madam Speaker, if I may be helpful to the hon. Member opposite, it is found at 
page 62 of their 2023 manifesto. 

 
Hon. Chief Minister: Well, in that case, Madam Speaker, the UKGTA is, as the hon. Member 

said to him, under review. 635 

 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Can I ask: under review by whom, and who is he discussing the matter 

with? 
 
Hon. C P Santos: The UKGTA, as it was, no longer exists; most of the stakeholders are not even 640 

active right now. In the first 60 days, I have met all the relevant fields, which are the Hotel 
Association, all the different tour operators and people from the Airport, and we have decided – 
the way that tourism is working now, as opposed to 1991 when it was first formed – to hold 
meetings with all the individual stakeholders, so that we can plan ways moving forward using new 
technologies which are used now to promote tourism. 645 

 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: What is the timescale of this launch of a new-style body? 
 
Hon. C P Santos: We have already met everybody, so now we are continuing meetings. I am 

meeting in January with the tour operators again, and I am meeting in the first quarter with the 650 

Hotel Association, whom I met last month. We are not creating a UKGTA because we found that 
the way that tourism works in Gibraltar now and the needs of the tourism industry locally are not 
what they were in 1991, which was a reaction to the Gulf War and that is why it was created. Now 
we are just moving forward with how social media, digital marketing and all different types of 
marketing and media are working in the world today. 655 

 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: So, to be clear, there will not be a new body under any new nomenclature 

formed going forward – is that right? 
 
Hon. C P Santos: We were in discussions to have representatives from all the different 660 

stakeholders in one association. I find it more beneficial to have every single voice heard and I 
have no issue in meeting all the different stakeholders, so I will just be having more regular 
meetings with hoteliers, tour operators and everyone, as opposed to having one voice 
representing a whole association in one organisation. This is my choice. It is a choice I have made 
that works better for me and the programme I want to continue moving on forward.  665 
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Q700/2023 
Flight service interruptions – 

Supplementary questions 
 

Madam Speaker: We will revert to Question 700. Would the Hon. Mr Origo have any 
supplementaries on that table, or anybody else on the Opposition bench? 

 
Hon. G Origo: Madam Speaker, the only supplementary I will ask the hon. Member opposite 

at this stage is whether he would be minded to provide a copy of the breakdown of the same 670 

question but for the whole period of 2023. If he can give it to me written or by email, it would be 
fine. Thank you. 

 
Madam Speaker: The answer? 
 675 

Minister for Equality, Employment, Culture and Tourism (Hon. C P Santos): I have no issue 
whatsoever with that. 

 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: I have one question. In relation to the flights in the period 12th October 

to 31st October, it says, in the third entry, one diversion to Malaga because the operating flight 680 

crew was not certified to operate to Gibraltar. May I ask the Minister to give us a bit more detail 
about that, if he has the details; and, if he does not have those details, perhaps to take an interest 
in that issue? I find that entry a bit more surprising than the others. The reasons were the reasons, 
but to the extent that flights leave the UK when it is known that flight crew are not certified to 
operate to Gibraltar is a bit more concerning, and perhaps the Minister would show an interest in 685 

that and take it up in his relevant discussions with whoever it needs to be. 
 
Hon. C P Santos: Madam Speaker, I will, indeed. I have already made some inquiries about 

that. A lot of the time it is about the pilot and the certification, but I will find out more information 
and I will, no doubt, pass it on to you, because this is something to do with a private company and 690 

nothing to do with the Government or the Airport but the actual operating company. 
 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: I appreciate he is taking an interest in the issue. Can I ask him, when he 

does that, to try to get to the bottom of whether the certification issues are due to specific rules 
that apply to our Airport – for example, it could be because of the length of the runway; I am not 695 

sure, I am speculating – or other things? These issues must be known to the airline – presumably – 
so it would be helpful when he has those discussions … I am not sure who he envisages having 
those discussions with, perhaps the airline or whoever, but it would be helpful if he did get to the 
bottom of that. Of course, weather issues people will understand, but if they are boarding a plane 
which cannot land in Gibraltar for other reasons, I am sure that will lead to passenger frustration. 700 

 
Hon. C P Santos: Madam Speaker, I will get that information and pass it on, but as I said, this 

has to do with the operating company and there is not necessarily anything that we can do. 
However, I can gather the information and I have absolutely no problem passing it on to the hon. 
Member opposite. 705 

 
Madam Speaker: The Hon. Mr Reyes, do you have a question or has it been answered? 
 
Hon. E J Reyes: Thank you, ma’am. It was in very similar terms to that of the Leader of the 

Opposition. 710 

 
Madam Speaker: So you do not need to answer it, if it is the same question. 
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Hon. E J Reyes: Sorry, I was trying to clarify, Madam Speaker, but I appreciate the Minister will 
answer in the future whether ‘flight crew’ refers just to the pilot and co-pilot, or the cabin staff. 715 

 
Madam Speaker: I think that answer has been covered by the Hon. Minister, who will get back 

to you with all the details.  
Next question. 

 
 
 

EDUCATION, THE ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE CHANGE 
 

Q703/2023 
Mediterranean Steps and fortifications at top of the Rock – 

Government’s plans and expected costs 
 

Clerk: Questions to the Hon. the Minister for Education, the Environment and Climate Change.  720 

Question 703. The Hon. G Origo. 
 
Hon. G Origo: Madam Speaker, what plans does the Government have for further 

improvements to the Mediterranean Steps and the fortifications at the top of the Rock? Can the 
Government confirm what would be the expected costs of such improvements? 725 

 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Education, the Environment and Climate Change. 
 
Minister for Education, the Environment and Climate Change (Hon. Prof. J E Cortes): Madam 

Speaker, the Government plans to carry out numerous improvements along Mediterranean Steps 730 

and some of the fortifications at the top of the Rock. With regard to Mediterranean Steps, these 
improvements consist of repair works in areas of the path that have been eroded, as well as new 
balustrading. There are also plans to restore some of the military fortifications along the path and 
install interpretation panels showcasing the trail’s rich natural and military heritage. A similar 
approach will be adopted for the area known as Mount Misery, located near the Skywalk. This 735 

area will benefit from a soft intervention in keeping with its former use and the installation of a 
range of interpretation panels and visitor information displays. 

The exact costs are currently being determined by the Department of the Environment. 
 
Hon. G Origo: Madam Speaker, could I ask the hon. Gentleman opposite if he could please 740 

provide information as to when he would expect the repairs to the path at Mediterranean Steps 
and the banisters that he has just proposed be installed will be completed? This is an area that is 
frequently used by many people. 

 
Hon. Prof. J E Cortes: Madam Speaker, the reason I mentioned the repairs and the balustrading 745 

first is because that is what is going to be given priority. The Department is looking at the costs. I 
would not be able to say exactly when this can be ready; I do not have that information. Obviously, 
I want it as soon as possible, too. 

 
Madam Speaker: Next question.  750 
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Q704/2023 
Europa Point and Eastside – 

Creation of new natural habitats 
 

Clerk: Question 704. The Hon. G Origo. 
 
Hon. G Origo: Madam Speaker, can the Government provide more details of its plans to create 

a new natural habitat at Europa Point and the Eastside? Where are these natural habitats going 
to be created? Who will be contracted to develop them and at what cost? 755 

 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Education, the Environment and Climate Change. 
 
Minister for Education, the Environment and Climate Change (Hon. Prof. J E Cortes): Madam 

Speaker, the new natural habitats at Europa Point will be created by planting native species in 760 

areas which are devoid of vegetation. An example of this can be found in the former Du Farol site, 
which has now become a prominent feature of Europa Point. In addition, new habitats will be 
created along Europa Advance Road by removing invasive species and thus providing sites for 
native species to flourish. Part of this work has already started and will continue in the months 
ahead. These works have been carried out and will continue to be carried out by the Department 765 

of the Environment’s Nature Reserve and Maintenance teams – in other words, in house. 
In relation to the Eastside, plans are being developed to restore the area known as Blackstrap 

Cove, which now forms part of the Gibraltar National Trail Network. This area will benefit from 
the installation of a coastal trail, interpretation panels and the removal of construction rubble and 
invasive species. 770 

The exact costs of this work are presently being determined jointly by the Department of the 
Environment and the Technical Services Department. No contractor has been chosen to date. 

 
Hon. G Origo: Madam Speaker, with regard to Blackstrap Cove, the area has been in that 

condition for a decade now. There are dangerous articles there – sharp, rusty, also asbestos. Will 775 

this be a priority for the Government, and will he be able to attach a timeframe to it?  
Thank you. 
 
Hon. Prof. J E Cortes: That forms part of the plans for the area. In other words, yes, Madam 

Speaker. 780 

 
Madam Speaker: Next question. 

 
 
 

Q705/2023 
Renewable energy – 

Gibraltar share at December 2023 
 

Clerk: Question 705. The Hon. G Origo. 
 
 Hon. G Origo: Madam Speaker, can the Government state what is Gibraltar’s share of 785 

renewable energy as of December 2023? 
 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Education, the Environment and Climate Change. 
 
Minister for Education, the Environment and Climate Change (Hon. Prof. J E Cortes): Madam 790 

Speaker, I will refer to the share of installed capacity in relation to the daily demand as follows: 
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average daily demand is 30 MW; installed capacity of photovoltaic cells (PVs) is 3.5 MW. If we take 
30 MW as the benchmark, then we have increased to 11.7% installed capacity, up from 10% last 
year. 

Of course, the amount of electricity generated by PVs varies due to several factors – amount 795 

of sunlight, state of PVs, angle of PVs – so that the actual amount generated will be less. The 
figures, Madam Speaker, are the installed capacity. 

 

Hon. G Origo: Madam Speaker, I thank the hon. Gentleman for those figures. I would like to 
pick up on the fact that he referred a few times to ‘installed capacity’, which, to me, means that 800 

it may not be the average of the capacity that these renewable energy sources are actually 
producing, so is the hon. Member able to provide a figure for how much renewable energy was 
produced for the year 2023 and the amount of energy produced by non-renewable energy for the 
same period? 

 805 

Hon. Prof. J E Cortes: I do not have those figures, Madam Speaker. I would be able to look for 
them, or if he wants to ask a specific question … Normally we would measure this by means of 
installed capacity. I do not have the exact figures, but they will be made available. 

 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Madam Speaker, the statistics the hon. Member has given on the 11.7%, 810 

which is the renewable energy … that is produced, presumably, through solar energy, is that right? 
 
Hon. Prof. J E Cortes: Yes, exclusively solar energy. 
 
Madam Speaker: Next question. 815 

 
 
 

Q705/2023 
Private sector energy-efficient renovation – 

Plans to encourage 
 

Clerk: Question 706. The Hon. G Origo. 
 

Hon. G Origo: Madam Speaker, how is the Government proposing to encourage energy-
efficient renovation in the private sector, which accords with the Government’s health and 
sustainable city goals? 820 

 

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Education, the Environment and Climate Change. 
 

Minister for Education, the Environment and Climate Change (Hon. Prof. J E Cortes): Madam 
Speaker, the energy-efficient renovation of existing buildings is one of the biggest challenges that 825 

we face. Government has engaged with the Gibraltar Sustainable Buildings Group to help develop 
a strategy for the energy-efficient renovation of existing buildings, including those with heritage 
sensitivities. This will help to identify the most suitable techniques and technologies for Gibraltar’s 
different building types, not just in relation to our climate needs but also in respect of their cost 
effectiveness and their market availability. Barriers to adoption of these techniques and 830 

technologies will need to be identified and work done to overcome them. Undoubtedly costs and 
financing options will be one of these barriers and Government is currently reviewing the existing 
incentives in place for the improvement of a property’s Energy Performance Certificate (EPC) 
rating, as well as the installation of micro-renewables, to determine how these could be modified 
to be greater drivers of change. 835 

 

Madam Speaker: Next question.  
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Q707-08/2023 
COP28 – 

Details re trip; implementation of recommendations 
 

Clerk: Question 707. The Hon. G Origo. 
 
 Hon. G Origo: Madam Speaker, could the Government please provide the following details 840 

relating to the recent visit to COP28: (1) who comprised the Government’s delegation; (2) the total 
cost of the trip, broken down into air travel costs, lodgings and entertainment; (3) who the 
Minister or any member of the delegation met at each event; and (4) the duration of the trip? 

 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Education, the Environment and Climate Change. 845 

 
Minister for Education, the Environment and Climate Change (Hon. Prof. J E Cortes): Madam 

Speaker, I will answer this question together with Question 708. 
 
Clerk: Question 708. The Hon. G Origo. 850 

 
Hon. G Origo: How will the Government respond or envisage implementing the 

recommendations emerging from COP28, and what impact will this have on its own 25-year 
environmental plan? 

 855 

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Education, the Environment and Climate Change. 
 
Madam Speaker: Madam Speaker, the Government’s delegation comprised me, as Minister 

for the Environment, Sustainability and Climate Change; Mr Guy Dumas from the Gibraltar London 
Office, who acted as my PA; and Ms Catherine Walsh, a Technical Scientific Officer from the 860 

Department of the Environment. 
The costs can be broken down as follows: air travel, economy, £3,700; hotels, £4,150; and 

subsistence, approximately £1,240, depending on exchange rate used. There was no 
entertainment element, other than a small amount for one meal each for two Gibraltarian 
teachers who were resident in Dubai and whom I hosted for dinner. 865 

We were fortunate to attend a number of events during my time at COP and to meet with a 
wide variety of people. It is impossible to make a list of each person in each event. However, some 
of the key people I met were: the Hon. Graham Stuart, Minister of State for Energy Security and 
Net Zero; the Hon. Mark Harper, Secretary of State for Transport; Therese Coffey, previous 
Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs; Lord Zac Goldsmith, former Minister 870 

for Overseas Territories, Commonwealth, Energy, Climate and Environment; Dr Enric Sala, 
Executive Director of the National Geographic Society; Dr Nicholas Hardman-Mountford, Head of 
Oceans and Natural Resources, Commonwealth Secretariat; Justin Mundy, Strategic Adviser to the 
World Resources Institute; Peter Thomson, the UN Secretary General’s Representative for Oceans; 
Kristian Teleki, CEO of Fauna & Flora International; Karen Bearman, Head of Ambassadors and 875 

Fellows at WWF; Cynthia Barzuna, Director of Ocean Action 2030; James Shaw, co-leader of the 
New Zealand Green Party and former New Zealand Minister for Environment; Deputy Jonathan 
Renouf, Minister for the Environment, Jersey; Deputy Lindsay de Sausmarez, President of the 
Committee for Environment and Infrastructure, Guernsey; the Hon. Walter Roban, Deputy 
Premier of Bermuda; the Hon Quincia Gumbs-Marie, Minister of Sustainability, Innovation and the 880 

Environment, Anguilla; the Hon. Josephine Conolly, Minister for Tourism, Environment, Maritime, 
Heritage, Culture and Religious Affairs, Turks and Caicos; the Hon. Peter Biggs MLA, Environment 
and Public Infrastructure, Falklands; Minister Christine Scipio, Environment, Natural Resources 
and Planning, St Helena; Premier Natalio Wheatley, British Virgin Islands; the Hon. Crenston 
Buffonge, Minister of Agriculture, Lands, Housing and Environment, Montserrat; Conrad Jefferies 885 
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and Felicity Morrison from the UK Negotiating Team; and Sarah Crudgington from the UK Pavilion 
Team. 

Although as a full party state delegate – a member of the United Kingdom delegation – I was 
invited for the duration of the whole conference, I did not attend for the full period. The 
delegation left Gibraltar on Monday, 4th December and returned on Sunday, 12th December 890 

In answer to Question 708, it is clear from the discussions held at COP28 and from the text of 
the deal now agreed that the world must transition away from fossil fuels if we are to stay within 
reach of the 1.5°C target. Gibraltar has already made commitments in this respect in the Climate 
Change Strategy, with fossil fuels for energy generation to reduce by 70% by 2045 and the 
accompanying electrification of the vehicle fleet. The draft 25-year plan also reflects these 895 

commitments. Indeed, the COP28 goals are very similar to those contained in our Climate Change 
Strategy and Climate Change Act, but we will tweak the strategy and amend the draft 25-year plan 
to reflect this. Gibraltar’s electricity network operates in island mode, and therefore, in order to 
achieve 100% fossil-fuel-free energy will be a challenge. Government will continue to explore 
possibilities in this respect. 900 

Government will also step up adaptation planning as it becomes increasingly clear that some 
of the impacts of climate change cannot be avoided. Ensuring that our buildings and infrastructure 
are fit for purpose in a changing climate will be a key focus of this work – relevant, Madam 
Speaker, to the previous question.  

Following, also, from COP28, and from the sessions we attended, we will be introducing a new 905 

section to the 25-year plan, on carbon literacy. I also signed up to a new initiative launched at 
COP28, the Global Initiative for the Decarbonisation of Waste, which commits countries to reduce 
the carbon footprint of waste. This will also be included in the 25-year plan. 

 
Madam Speaker: That may go down as one of the most comprehensively answered questions. 910 

Next time, you may want to be more specific in terms of listing people who were met – but there 
we go. Anything that follows? Any supplementaries? 

 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Yes, Madam Speaker. On the proposed amendments to the environmental 

plan, is the Minister, therefore, working on a new document that is going to be published; and, if 915 

so, what timescale would there be on that? 
 
Hon. Prof. J E Cortes: Madam Speaker, the intention was to publish it during the course of this 

week as a full consultation draft. In view of the changes that we have to carry out to reflect COP28, 
I am expecting to publish it in January. It is now at final draft stage, so we will be publishing it, I 920 

suspect, in the first half of January. It is virtually ready but had to be tweaked, as I have explained. 
 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: And slightly outside the scope of this but related to that answer, what kind 

of timescale will be provided in the consultation period? At the end of the day, this is a 25-year 
plan, so I am sure the Minister will agree that there should be a substantial period for consultation. 925 

 
Hon. Prof. J E Cortes: I am planning on an eight-week period, Madam Speaker. I think that is 

not too long, but it is not short either. 
 
Madam Speaker: Does the hon. Member have a question? 930 

 
Hon. G Origo: Yes, Madam Speaker, just a quick one. I noticed that the hon. Member opposite 

mentioned that during his visit to COP28, one of the things that they discussed and impacted on 
25-year environmental plan was a commitment to move away from fossil fuels to a figure of 
around 70% by the year 2045. Given that only a few questions ago he confirmed that the 935 

renewable energy percentage share that we currently hold in Gibraltar can be no more than 11-
point-something percent at its highest – because he gave me the best number it could possibly 
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have in terms of capacity – by when does the hon. Member opposite think, for instance, that we 
would hit 20% renewable energy in Gibraltar, given that this is something that the Government 
opposite has previously promised to attain but has not been able to do so despite having 940 

committed to have attained these levels in the past? 
 
Hon. Prof. J E Cortes: Madam Speaker, it is a huge challenge for the whole of Gibraltar. It is not 

easy to do it for an island community, where our options are limited. It is a challenge that we will 
have to do our best to achieve. There is, obviously, the alternative of carbon offset, which in itself 945 

has been very controversial, particularly in this last COP, and the Climate Change Strategy does 
take some account of that possibility in the long term.  

I think the target is a little bit away, and, although it is very challenging and very difficult, we 
can only do our best, but it will take a concerted effort from Gibraltar to achieve it. I do not shy 
away from that challenge. 950 

 
Hon. R M Clinton: Madam Speaker, if I could ask the Minister … I think I heard him talk about 

the impacts of climate change, especially in relation to infrastructure. Could he elaborate or give 
an example of the impacts on infrastructure that may already have been identified? 

 955 

Hon. Prof. J E Cortes: Madam Speaker, does the hon. Member mean the physical impact in 
Gibraltar of climate change? This is actually spelt out in the Climate Change Strategy. It ranges 
from more severe weather, with the effects that can have, from flooding to rockfalls, to actual 
physical damage, to sea level change, and in fact the Climate Change Strategy shows the impact 
of one-, two-, three-, four- and five-metre sea-level change. We are not expecting five metres, but 960 

even two metres could have significant effects on places like the airfield or the North District, 
where most of our residential areas are low level. So we can only do what we can. Clearly, as the 
Hon. Sir Joe Bossano has said in this House, what we do will be an infinitesimal amount, but we 
have a duty to do the best we can.  

One of the things that I think I was able to do during my attendance at COP, together with 965 

some representatives from other Overseas Territories and Crown Dependencies, is put pressure 
on His Majesty’s Government to use their influence to insist on the measures, many of which have 
been carried out in COP. I think our influence is not just in what we can do in Gibraltar, but taking 
the opportunities of the contact that we have been able to make with the national government in 
the UK to put pressure at conferences such as COP to increase the amount of work that the 970 

international community does in order to ensure that the airfield is not covered over by sea 
several times a year. 

 
Madam Speaker: One last question from the Hon. Mr Sacarello. 
 975 

Hon. C A Sacarello: Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. I would just like to ask the hon. 
Member across the floor … You mentioned the 25-year plan and the extremely challenging and 
admirable target for 70% reduction in fossil-based-fuel energy production, but as you will be 
aware, failing to plan is planning to fail. You mention that at the moment we have one source of 
renewables, which is PV. Would you care to elaborate as to what the plans are for the next 25 980 

years to meet that challenge in terms of diversification of types of renewable energy and what 
the Government is doing to invest in bringing different ideas to the table? 

 
Hon. Prof. J E Cortes: Madam Speaker, this is stretching the supplementary. I have said this 

before, publicly, in interviews: solar is the main, the easiest and the cheapest one. The hon. 985 

Member will be aware that there is a plan for the airfield which will considerably increase the … 
or the surrounding area of the airfield. There are other areas in Gibraltar which we already have 
earmarked for solar production.  
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Unfortunately, the technology for marine currents is not yet advanced enough to be viable 
from the investment point of view because of our currents. That has been studied. We carried out 990 

a study with the University of the Highlands and Islands as to the strength of the marine currents: 
they are not strong enough, believe it or not, within British Gibraltar Territorial Waters.  

There are possibilities in the wind generating field. We have mentioned before carrying out 
assessments on the possibility of offshore wind, but there are also increasingly small vertical wind 
generators which are increasingly efficient, and there are areas in Gibraltar where those could go 995 

without a negative impact either on the visual landscape or decapitating migrating birds as they 
fly across the Straits.  

So the technology is developing and we are studying all these options, and there are various 
other things that one can look at. I could give a full presentation with slides, but I do not think we 
have time for that today. 1000 

 
Madam Speaker: Not today. Next question. 

 
 
 

Q709-10/2023 
Vocational BTEC music and acting courses – 

Delivery costs 
 

Clerk: Question 709. The Hon. E J Reyes. 
 
Hon. E J Reyes: Can Government provide a breakdown of the delivery costs in respect of (a) 1005 

Vocational BTEC Music Performance and (b) Vocational BTEC Performing Art (Acting) since 
September 2023, showing to whom these payments were made? 

 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Education, the Environment and Climate Change. 
 1010 

Minister for Education, the Environment and Climate Change (Hon. Prof. J E Cortes): Madam 
Speaker, I will answer this question together with Question 710. 

 
Clerk: Question 710. The Hon. E J Reyes. 
 1015 

Hon. E J Reyes: Can Government provide the missing information to Question 558/2023 
showing payments made for registration fees and equipment since September 2023 related to all 
BTEC courses, showing to whom these payments were made? 

 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Education, the Environment and Climate Change. 1020 

 
Hon. Prof. J E Cortes: Madam Speaker, the information is as follows in relation to Question 709. 

Vocational BTEC Music Performance: September, tuition £2,558, zero for registration and 
equipment; October, tuition £2,558, £390 times three for the registration fees, zero for 
equipment; November, tuition £2558, zero for registration and equipment. 1025 

For the Vocational BTEC Performing Arts (Acting): September, tuition £378, zero for 
registration and equipment; October, tuition £513, £390 times six for registration CVQO fees paid 
through GAMPA, zero for equipment; November, tuition £742.50, zero for registration and 
equipment. 

All payments were made to GAMPA, as they pay the CVQO registration fees directly to the 1030 

examination body and then the Department of Education reimburses them. Students do not pay 
a registration fee for enrolling in GAMPA. 
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In answer to Question 710, there was, to my mind, no missing information. However, since the 
last Parliament session, the information is as follows. This is almost a repetition of what I have 
said, but for completeness I am saying it again: CVQO fees for BTEC in Music Performance was 1035 

paid to GAMPA for the amount of £1,170; CVQO fees for BTEC in Performing Arts (Acting) was 
paid to GAMPA for the amount of £2,340 – as I said before, this is reimbursement because that is 
the full amount that is paid; and £360 registration fee was paid to City & Guilds for Hair and Beauty 
Studies Level 2. There have been no payments made in respect of equipment fees to either 
GAMPA or Mayfair on Main for the period under question. 1040 

 
Hon. E J Reyes: I am very grateful, Madam Speaker, for the update and that information. Right 

at the very end, the Minister has just confirmed that there was no payment for the supply of 
equipment in respect of the vocational hair and beauty course. Does the Minister know if it 
because no payment has been made to date, or because there have been no payments due during 1045 

the academic year 2023-24 because no equipment is needed? It is a question of whether it is 
pending or no requisition for equipment has been made. 

 
Hon. Prof. J E Cortes: I believe, Madam Speaker, that no payment was due, but if I am wrong, 

I will find out, and in my usual way I will provide that information. However, I do not think payment 1050 

was due for those three months, which is specifically the period that the question is referring to. 
 
Hon. E J Reyes: I am grateful for that, Madam Speaker. I think we have that understanding. The 

Minister will have the data because, given the way he answered the question last time, you could 
see it is normally between September and October in 2020, 2021 and 2022 when these payments 1055 

are made, and the question was last answered in November, but I appreciate the Minister … In 
order not to waste parliamentary time, we will wait patiently and see if he does make any 
payments. Then he can update us with that information, rather than me having to be inquisitive 
every month, because we have a gentlemen’s understanding. 

 1060 

Hon. Prof. J E Cortes: Madam Speaker, absolutely, and if the hon. Member cares to remind me 
at any stage, either by email or WhatsApp, I would be very happy to check that the information 
perhaps has not been given to me. 

 
Madam Speaker: Next question. 1065 

 
 
 

HEALTH, CARE AND BUSINESS 
 

Q711/2023 
Speech and language therapy assistants – 

Number recruited, by which entity and commencement date 
 

Clerk: Questions to the Hon. the Minister for Health, Care and Business.  
Question 711. The Hon. A Sanchez. 
 
Hon. A Sanchez: Could the Government clarify how many speech and language therapy 

assistants have been recruited to date, have they commenced their roles, and under what entity 1070 

have they been recruited? 
 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, Care and Business. 
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Minister for Health, Care and Business (Hon. G Arias-Vasquez): Madam Speaker, the 1075 

recruitment process for speech and language therapy assistants has already commenced. Since 
September 2023 to date, the GHA has been working on the creation of five senior paediatric 
support workers. These new roles will support the Occupational Therapy, Nutrition and Dietetics 
and Speech and Language Therapy teams, as well as children and their families, in the delivery of 
therapeutic and treatment interventions. 1080 

 
Hon. A Sanchez: Would the hon. Member be able to clarify whether this will alleviate the 

concerns that are continuously expressed to us about many families and service users not being 
able to access one-to-one therapy services and many non-speaking children who are in need of 
these services not being able to access these? Would the employment of these support 1085 

assistants – or therapy assistants, as you call them – free up the actual therapists to be able to 
deliver these services? 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: We certainly hope so, Madam Speaker, and we have been working with 

the teams to ensure that that is the case. 1090 

 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Madam Speaker, may I just ask the Minister to be clear: these are five new 

posts? They are not filling vacancies that existed, are they? Are they five new posts? And, if so, I 
am not sure I caught from the answer whether they have actually been recruited yet. 

 1095 

Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, they are five new posts and the recruitment process 
has been commenced. They have not been recruited yet. 

 
Madam Speaker: One last question. 
 1100 

Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, could the learned Minister – the Hon. Minister, and 
learned – perhaps just confirm whether she has a timeline as to when these five individuals will 
be in post? 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, as I have confirmed, the recruitment process has been 1105 

confirmed but we have no timeline; it depends on the recruitment process. 
 
Madam Speaker: Next question. 

 
 
 

Q712/2023 
Care Agency vehicle fleet – 

Renewal 
 

Clerk: Question 712. The Hon. A Sanchez. 
 1110 

Hon. A Sanchez: When does the Government anticipate renewing the fleet of vehicles of the 
Care Agency? 

 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, Care and Business. 
 1115 

Minister for Health, Care and Business (Hon. G Arias-Vasquez): Madam Speaker, the Care 
Agency fleet is constantly under review. They are currently leasing two new vehicles and two 
additional buses will be arriving in the first quarter of 2024. 
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Hon. A Sanchez: Would the hon. Member happen to have any figures available for the number 1120 

of vehicles that have been replaced and the dates when they were replaced? 
 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, we would need specific notice of the question. As I 

have confirmed, we have received one of the vehicles under the leasing arrangement and we are 
expecting another one, and two new buses will be arriving in the first quarter of 2024. That is the 1125 

information I have available. 
 
Hon. A Sanchez: And the new vehicles that the hon. Member has mentioned are all vehicles 

where the costs have been incurred by the Government? None of these are donations that have 
been made to the Care Agency? 1130 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, I will have to confirm that. I believe that they are costs 

incurred by the Government rather than donations. 
 
Hon. A Sanchez: Does the Government currently have a fleet replacement programme in place 1135 

for the Care Agency to monitor the vehicles? 
 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, we looked at the Agency, to look at that. There is a 

programme in place for them to renew the vehicles constantly. 
 1140 

Madam Speaker: Next question. 
 
Hon. G Origo: If I may quickly follow up? 
 
Madam Speaker: The hon. Member wants to ask a supplementary? All right. 1145 

 
Hon. G Origo: Thank you, Madam Speaker. Relating to the question on the fleet of vehicles for 

the Care Agency, could the hon. Member opposite please confirm whether the Government has 
any intention to renew this fleet of vehicles and make these vehicles electric? 

Thank you. 1150 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, as we are updating the fleet we are looking precisely 

to make most of these vehicles electric. 
 
Madam Speaker: Next question. 1155 

 
 
 

Q713/2023 
Care Agency – 

Finance Director post 
 

Clerk: Question 713. The Hon. A Sanchez. 
 
Hon. A Sanchez: Can the Government confirm if there is a new Finance Director at the Care 

Agency? 
 1160 

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, Care and Business. 
 
Minister for Health, Care and Business (Hon. G Arias-Vasquez): Madam Speaker, yes, there is 

a new Interim Finance Director, appointed in November 2023.  
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Hon. A Sanchez: Can the hon. Member clarify whether this post vacancy was advertised? 1165 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, this post was filled before my time. I will confirm 

whether that was the case or otherwise. 
 
Hon. A Sanchez: Would the hon. Member be able to also clarify or give us information as to 1170 

the total cost of this post and whether the post also carries additional costs such as 
accommodation, travel, etc? 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, the salary of the individual is £79,237. It comes with 

the pension scheme, and the basic salary will increase in line with cost-of-living increases afforded 1175 

to the public sector. Sick leave is, again, as afforded to the public sector. 
 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: May I just ask the Minister …? She used the word ‘Interim’ before ‘Finance 

Director’. Is it because the post is not permanent, or is it because the person in post is not 
permanent? May I just clarify that? Is this a post that they do not envisage will carry on for a long 1180 

time, or is it that the person who has been put into the post, which is permanent, is not there 
permanently because there has not been a proper selection process carried out yet – that needs 
to finish? 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, the use of the word ‘Interim’ is because the person in 1185 

post is not permanent. 
 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: I take from that that there is an ongoing recruitment and selection process 

that is being conducted. Is that right, and what is the timescale for the conclusion of that process? 
 1190 

Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, there will be a process held, but we do not know what 
the timescales for the conclusion of the process will be. 

 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Have they started the process? 
 1195 

Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, the process has not been commenced yet. 
 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: I see. I think, but I am asking the hon. Member to clarify because, in terms 

of the original answer, she gave a date for when this person had originally been in post. Is that 
right? Can she refresh our memory on that? And, if so, whatever the date is – and clearly there is 1200 

an intention to commence this process – does she not have a view of when this will be done? 
 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, the date I gave was November 2023. The process will 

begin, but it has not commenced yet. 
 1205 

Madam Speaker: Next question. 
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Q714/2023 
Care Agency and ERS – 

Senior grade management transfers 
 

Clerk: Question 714. The Hon. A Sanchez. 
 
Hon. A Sanchez: Since Friday, 13th October 2023 to date, how many senior-grade management 1210 

staff members have been transferred to the Care Agency and Elderly Residential Services, and 
what roles have they assumed? 

 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, Care and Business. 
 1215 

Minister for Health, Care and Business (Hon. G Arias-Vasquez): Madam Speaker, there have 
been two senior-grade management transfers to the Care Agency since 13th October. The roles 
are Head of Administration and HR Manager. There have been no transfers to ERS in that time. 

 
Hon. A Sanchez: Could the hon. Member clarify whether these individuals hold the same 1220 

grades as they did in their previous departments? 
 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Yes, that is confirmed. 
 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Madam Speaker, may I clarify? These two senior-grade management staff 1225 

members have been transferred to the Care Agency as Head of Admin and HR Manager, and that 
is because before that date those posts existed and were vacant, or is it that these posts have 
been created? 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: The posts were created. 1230 

 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: I see. Having been created, is there an intention to now run a selection 

process? Are these persons in place in these new jobs on an interim basis pending a selection 
process? 

 1235 

Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, that is indeed the case. 
 
Madam Speaker: Next question. 

 
 
 

Q715, Q725-28 and Q742/2023 
Mental health – 

Specialist social workers employed by Care Agency; 
child and adolescent specialist psychologist; number of psychologists in GHA; 

emergency assistance for crisis sufferers in the community; 
creation and location of mental health A&E; 

number of children referred as in- and outpatients 
 

Clerk: Question 715. The Hon. A Sanchez. 
 1240 

Hon. A Sanchez: How many social workers with a specialisation in mental health assigned to 
the Mental Health team are currently employed at the Care Agency? 

 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, Care and Business.  
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Minister for Health, Care and Business (Hon. G Arias-Vasquez): Madam Speaker, I will answer 1245 

the question together with Questions 725 to 728 and Question 742. 
 
Clerk: Question 725. The Hon. J Ladislaus. 
 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, does the GHA currently employ a psychologist specialised 1250 

in the treatment of children and adolescents? 
 
Clerk: Question 726. The Hon. J Ladislaus. 
 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, what is the current contingent of psychologists within the 1255 

GHA? 
 
Clerk: Question 727. The Hon. J Ladislaus. 
 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, can the Hon. Minister confirm what system is in place to 1260 

provide emergency assistance to an individual within the community suffering from a mental 
health crisis? 

 
Clerk: Question 728. The Hon. J Ladislaus. 
 1265 

Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, what plans are in place as to the creation of a mental health 
A&E, and where would that be situated? 

 
Clerk: Question 742. The Hon. the Leader of the Opposition. 
 1270 

Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Madam Speaker, how many children have been referred for inpatient and 
outpatient mental health treatment within the GHA in this calendar year to 12th December 2023, 
providing a breakdown between inpatient and outpatient figures? 

 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, Care and Business. 1275 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, in answer to Question 715, there is one social worker 

with a specialisation in mental health assigned to the Mental Health team who is currently 
employed by the Care Agency.  

In answer to Questions 725 and 726, there is one psychologist who specialises in psychological 1280 

treatment with children and adolescents, based in the Gibraltar Young Minds team. There are 
currently four psychologists employed within the GHA. The fifth and final post has been recruited 
and the post holder will commence on 15th January 2024.  

In answer to Question 727, the Mental Health Crisis Pathway was launched on 26th July 2021 
and provides emergency assistance to individuals, or concerned family members, within the 1285 

community suffering from a mental health crisis. The pathway has seven different triage 
categories, with extensive criteria on what courses of action to take. 

In answer to Question 728, the GHA provides a service for patients in crisis which is managed 
by the Mental Health Liaison team. They are located just outside of A&E and attend to mental 
health patients when in crisis. They are also supported by the on-call psychiatrist.  1290 

In answer to Question 742, the total number of children who have been referred for mental 
health treatment within the GHA in this calendar year up to 12th December 2023 is as follows: 
inpatients, three; outpatients, 309. 

 
Hon. A Sanchez: Could the hon. Member clarify, given that she has confirmed that there is only 1295 

one social worker specialised in mental health, whether this particular social worker is facing any 
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backlog in relation to cases that are assigned to her in relation to mental health and whether the 
Government is looking to recruit any more social workers with a specialisation in this field? 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: The social worker, as well as carrying a significant caseload, supervises 1300 

the hospital’s social care team and the community social workers. So, even though there is one, 
she supervises a larger team who, in turn, help the community. To my knowledge, the caseload is 
sufficiently well managed that there is not a significant backlog, and she spends two to three days 
with the Mental Health Services herself; so, no, we are not aware of a significant backlog. 

 1305 

Hon. A Sanchez: Is the Government looking to recruit any more social workers specialised in 
mental health? 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, there has been no suggestion that we should. 
 1310 

Madam Speaker: Next question. 
 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Madam Speaker, I was waiting to see if my colleagues had other questions. 

May I just ask: on the mental health A&E, is the Minister’s answer what it is because they have no 
plans to create a specific A&E service within a mental health facility? Will it stay at St Bernard’s? 1315 

Is that their policy? 
 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Currently, Madam Speaker, the mental health facility in A&E is clinician 

led, so whatever the clinician feels is appropriate is what is done at that moment in time. If the 
clinician feels that it is appropriate to deal with them in A&E, they are dealt with in A&E, and if the 1320 

clinician feels that it is appropriate to take them away to a more private setting, they are taken 
away to a more private setting. Currently the set-up is felt to be adequate. 

 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: I take from that answer that they do not have a policy position to 

inaugurate a specific service elsewhere. I think that is what she said. I am giving her the 1325 

opportunity to answer that, if she may. 
 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, we are looking at community mental health as a 

whole, but at this stage we have no specific plans to move the A&E mental health facility 
elsewhere. 1330 

 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: One of the concerns that we get is that you turn up with a mental health 

crisis in an A&E, which, of course, does have the ability to call on the services of the psychiatrist 
and so on, and we fully accept that, but that still it is mixed with lots of other services that are 
being provided at that crisis centre. Sometimes, inevitably, there are waits that have to happen. 1335 

Mental health crises are very different to crises that affect your physical health. Does the Minister 
agree that in an ideal situation we should really be moving away from that and having a more 
specific centre elsewhere to provide that service? 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, there is now a single point of contact, which is the 111 1340 

service, which triages calls depending on their need. So yes, we do accept that there are different 
needs for patients suffering from a mental health crisis arriving at the hospital, but that is the 
point of the triage service. If they are arriving at the hospital and they are arriving at A&E, they 
will be triaged and they will be dealt with in different ways.  

There is a separate facility. There is a room, outside A&E, where patients are taken, where it is 1345 

felt by clinicians it is appropriate to take them outside the A&E setting. I am told that a fifth of 
patients suffering from a mental health crisis are taken to this facility. 
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Hon. Dr K Azopardi: May I ask, in relation to Question 726, is the Minister satisfied that the 
employment of four plus one, who I think she said start on 15th January next year, for five 1350 

psychologists is sufficient to deal with all the mental health outpatient treatment that there needs 
to be? 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, we are satisfied. We are looking at the complement 

as a whole, including counsellors, and if it is felt that there is a need to employ more, more will be 1355 

employed, but at the moment we are satisfied that the present complement is sufficient. 
 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Is the Minister not receiving reports in relation to the service provided, 

outside the clinician or official circles that she moves in? I would urge her to consult a bit more 
widely on that issue and perhaps take the input of service users and the associations that work 1360 

within this area, because certainly the information that reaches us in relation to mental health … 
The most common complaint that I get from people who want to see me is about the lack of 
follow-up of outpatient services in mental health, so I would urge her to perhaps consult a bit 
more widely on that issue and I would be grateful if she would agree to do that. 

 1365 

Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, there was a recent press release which came from my 
office in which we said that the complaints procedure was actually brought into the Ministry, so 
that people with issues could come directly to the Ministry to air any such issues. We have been 
made aware of several issues of this nature and we are dealing with them, but we do feel that the 
current complement can deal with the issues that are arising. 1370 

 
Madam Speaker: Yes, one last question. 
 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Could the hon. Member confirm whether the new role that is being taken up 

in January is a permanent role or is on a temporary basis, and what contract that individual will 1375 

be commencing under? 
 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, my understanding is that it is a permanent role, 

commencing on 15th January. 
 1380 

Madam Speaker: Next question. 
 
 
 

Q716/2023 
Care standards – 

Establishment of independent body to regulate 
 

Clerk: Question 716. The Hon. A Sanchez. 
 
Hon. A Sanchez: Is there a plan to establish a local independent body, like the Care Quality 

Commission, to regulate and moderate care standards? 1385 

 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, Care and Business. 
 
Minister for Health, Care and Business (Hon. G Arias-Vasquez): Madam Speaker, yes, there is. 
 1390 

Hon. A Sanchez: Would the hon. Member be able to attach a timeframe to this, please? 
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Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, that was a commitment made in the GSLP manifesto, 
and it will be done in the lifetime of this Parliament. 

 1395 

Madam Speaker: Next question. 
 
 
 

Q717/2023 
Fostering and adoption court proceedings – 

Selection of legal counsel re Care Agency 
 

Clerk: Question 717. The Hon. A Sanchez. 
 
Hon. A Sanchez: Regarding court proceedings for fostering and adoption cases involving the 

Care Agency, could the Government clarify the process for selecting legal counsel to represent the 1400 

Care Agency in these proceedings? 
 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, Care and Business. 
 
Minister for Health, Care and Business (Hon. G Arias-Vasquez): Madam Speaker, there are no 1405 

court proceedings specifically for fostering. Fostering is a care arrangement that may feature in 
the care plan of a looked-after child. Adoptions are presently private proceedings between parties. 

When the Care Agency needs to be represented in court in respect of family law matters, they 
are represented by an in-house counsel. This work is not outsourced and therefore there is no 
selection procedure for legal representation. 1410 

 
Madam Speaker: Next question. 

 
 
 

Q718/2023 
Care Agency/ERS – 

Payments made to employees re grievances/interdictions 
 

Clerk: Question 718. The Hon. A Sanchez. 
 
Hon. A Sanchez: How many individuals employed by HMGoG and/or Government-owned 1415 

companies, holding positions in the Care Agency and/or Elderly Residential Services, have received 
payments or pay-outs related to raised grievances or underlying facts of any interdictions in the 
past six years, and what are the total costs incurred for each of these cases to date? 

 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, Care and Business. 1420 

 
Minister for Health, Care and Business (Hon. G Arias-Vasquez): Madam Speaker, there have 

been no payments of the description proffered in the question made to individuals fitting the 
characteristics of those described in the question. 

 1425 

Hon. Dr K Azopardi: I see. Does the Minister have any information in relation to any payments 
or pay-outs made in respect of people who have been interdicted in the last six years? 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, I do not have any information on that. 
 1430 
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Hon. Dr K Azopardi: She does not have information, but she is not saying that there have been 
no payments – is that right? 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: I am unaware whether there have been any payments. In answer to the 

question asked, there have been no payments made. 1435 

 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Presumably the Minister is saying that she considers the question of 

whether there have been any payments to people who have been interdicted in the last six years 
a different question, so we would need to file that for her to have that answer – is that right? 

 1440 

Chief Minister (Hon. F R Picardo): Madam Speaker, the hon. Members opposite have asked a 
very specific question in the question that is before the House. The supplementary is the widest 
possible question, so they are two completely different questions that would require information 
to be sought in respect of the Care Agency or the GHA, in a way that would require different trawl. 
Therefore, we would not be able to tell the hon. Gentleman here whether or not the answer to 1445 

his question is positive or negative, let alone give any data which would be meaningful. 
 
Madam Speaker: Next question. 

 
 
 

Q719/2023 
Care Agency interdictions – 

Number of individuals interdicted, commencement date and costs 
 

Clerk: Question 719. The Hon. A Sanchez. 
 1450 

Hon. A Sanchez: In relation to interdictions within the Care Agency, could the Government 
provide a breakdown of (a) the number of individuals within the Care Agency who are currently 
interdicted, (b) the commencement month and year of interdiction, and (c) the costs incurred so 
far in relation to each of these interdictions? 

 1455 

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, Care and Business. 
 
Minister for Health, Care and Business (Hon. G Arias-Vasquez): Madam Speaker, I now hand 

over a schedule with the information requested. 
 
Answer to Question 719/2023 
 

 No. of 

Employees 

Date 

Interdicted 

Costs 

GoG 

Employee 

1 14/05/2020 None 

Sub 

Contracted 

Employee 

1 30/08/2023 None 

 
Madam Speaker: It is a very short schedule, so we will not skip a question. I will give you a 1460 

moment to look at it, in case there are any supplementaries.  
Any supplementaries? 
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Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Well, only one, if I may, which is in relation to the Government of Gibraltar 
employee. If that date is right, if it is not a typo, it suggests the person has been interdicted for 1465 

three and a half years. Does the Minister have any information as to why that interdiction has 
taken so long? Is it a disciplinary process or is it another process, and is it ongoing? I am not asking 
for great detail but just an understanding of it. 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: It is a disciplinary process, an investigation into the matter. It is ongoing, 1470 

but it should be coming to an end very soon. 
 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: But that person remains a government employee for three and a half 

years. As I understand the process, although I may be wrong, there is a period of time where 
someone is interdicted on pay and you then may transition to a time where they are interdicted 1475 

without pay. Does the Minister know whether that is the case? Has it caused hardship on that 
particular person because this process is taking so long? What is the reason why it is taking so 
long? 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, the individual involved is on full pay and has been on 1480 

full pay throughout the period, so there is no hardship. It is an ongoing investigation, so that is the 
reason why it has taken so long. 

 
Madam Speaker: Next question. 

 
 
 

Q720-21/2023 
Adult incontinence products – 

Supplier; expenditure 
 

Clerk: Question 720. The Hon. J Ladislaus. 1485 

 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, who is the current provider of adult incontinence products 

to the GHA? 
 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, Care and Business. 1490 

 
Minister for Health, Care and Business (Hon. G Arias-Vasquez): Madam Speaker, I will answer 

this question together with Question 721. 
 
Clerk: Question 721. The Hon. J Ladislaus. 1495 

 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, can the Hon. Minister provide a breakdown as to the GHA’s 

expenditure on adult incontinence products for the following years: 2013-14, 2014-15, 2015-16, 
2016-17, 2017-18, 2018-19, 2019-21, 2021-22 and 2022 to date? 

 1500 

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, Care and Business. 
 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, in answer to Question 720, the GHA has a service level 

agreement in place with Eulabor S.L. for the supply of incontinence products to the hospital. The 
GHA has recently entered into an additional service level agreement with Trafalgar Pharmacy for 1505 

the provision of incontinence products for outpatients. 
In answer to Question 721. I have handed over a schedule with the information requested. 
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Answer to Question 721/2023 
 

2013/2014   £315,633.37 

2014/2015   £328,100.58 

2015/2016   £366,540.16 

2016/2017   £397,429.60 

2017/2018   £395,518.57 

2018/2019   £344,402.66 

2019/2021   £894,066.89 

2021/2022   £463,672.85 

2022/2023   £445,769.74 

2023 - (to date) • £472,660.42 

 
Madam Speaker: We will keep Questions 720 and 721 to one side until you have had a chance 

to look at the schedule, and then I will allow you to ask any supplementaries which follow. 1510 

We will proceed with Question 722. 
 
 
 

Q722/2023 
St Bernard’s Hospital – 

Current capacity 
 

Clerk: Question 722. The Hon. J Ladislaus. 
 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, does St Bernard’s Hospital have enough beds on offer within 

its wards to accommodate the community’s current needs? 1515 

 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, Care and Business. 
 
Minister for Health, Care and Business (Hon. G Arias-Vasquez): Madam Speaker, there are 

sufficient beds to deal with and accommodate patients who require acute clinical input/services. 1520 

 
Madam Speaker: Next question. 
 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Madam Speaker, may I ask, does the Minister have occupancy level 

information in front of her, and can she let us know to what extent the current capacity of 1525 

St Bernard’s is occupied for acute secondary care and to what extent it is occupied by persons 
who are in those beds for non-acute care? 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, the information that I have in front of me does not 

enable me to answer that specific question. What I can say in relation to that question is that there 1530 

are bed management meetings every Monday to manage beds and to proactively manage the 
processes. We are aware that there are patients in the hospital awaiting transfer to the ERS and 
other agencies, but there are enough beds available for any patients requiring services in the 
hospital. 

 1535 

Hon. Dr K Azopardi: She does not have the information on how many beds are non-acute. I 
accept that. It is a fresh question and we will put it in due course, if necessary.  
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When she gives the assurance on being satisfied that there is sufficient capacity there, does 
she have figures on the percentage of beds that are occupied in St Bernard’s? 

 1540 

Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, I do have the information available; it just was not 
relevant to the specific question that he asked previously. So if I can give you that information, 
the overall capacity in St Bernard’s Hospital in the year to date has been 62.8%; for the Calpe 
Ward, the figure is 62.1%; Capt. Murchison, 81.4%; Dudley Toomey, 61.5%; Emily McIntosh, the 
maternity ward, 18.4%; James Giraldi ITU, 52.4%; the John McIntosh rehab ward, 92%; Rainbow, 1545 

15.6%; and Victoria McIntosh, 92.3%. 
 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: And just to confirm, the John McIntosh Ward is the heavily geriatric ward, 

I assume? 
 1550 

Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: It is a rehab ward. 
 
Hon. J Ladislaus: In respect of the patients awaiting transfer to ERS, can the hon. Member 

comment as to how many are awaiting transfer? 
 1555 

Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, that figure changes constantly. If the hon. Member 
opposite provides me with a period, we will provide her with that figure. 

 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Can the hon. Member comment as to the last three months? 
 1560 

Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: I do not have that information available. I have to ask the question, and 
then I will obtain that information. 

 
Madam Speaker: Next question. 

 
 
 

Q723/2023 
GHA employees – 

Numbers on short-term and zero-hours contracts 
 

Clerk: Question 723. The Hon. J Ladislaus. 1565 

 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, can the Hon. Minister provide a departmental breakdown 

of the number of individuals employed on short-term and zero-hours contracts by the GHA? 
 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, Care and Business. 1570 

 
Minister for Health, Care and Business (Hon. G Arias-Vasquez): Madam Speaker, as at 

13th December 2023 the GHA had the following bank – zero-hours contract – employed: nursing, 
80 employees; medical, two employees; allied health professionals, six employees; ambulance, 
three employees; admin and support, 11 employees. 1575 

Again as at 13th December 2023, the GHA had the following locums on short-term contracts: 
nursing, 39 employees; medical, 19 employees; allied health professionals, 18 employees; 
ambulance, three employees. 

 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, given that such contracts are highly temporary, should we 1580 

say, in nature, and they often result in a high turnover of staff, which is not in the interests of 
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service users and just disrupt continuity, can the Hon. Minister comment as to why there is such 
a large number of individuals working within the GHA still on zero-hours contracts? 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, the overall number is not large in the context of the 1585 

staff of the GHA. These are bank workers. They are workers who are called in on a supply basis. 
They are workers who are needed to be contracted on this basis for the operation of the hospital. 

 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: So to clarify, the 80 nursing zero-hours contracts are all bank? Is that what 

the hon. Member is saying? There are none who are actually there employed in any other 1590 

capacity? These are 80 bank, zero-hours contract workers? 
 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, that is correct. 
 
Madam Speaker: Next question. 1595 

 
 
 

Q724/2023 
GHA employees – 

Number of agency workers 
 

Clerk: Question 724. The Hon. J Ladislaus. 
 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, can the Hon. Minister provide a departmental breakdown 

as to the number of individuals employed by the GHA who are agency workers? 
 1600 

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, Care and Business. 
 
Minister for Health, Care and Business (Hon. G Arias-Vasquez): Madam Speaker, the GHA 

currently has the following numbers of individuals who are contracted via agencies: domestic, 
seven; catering, six; Ocean Views, five domestic plus one admin; pathology, one stores labourer 1605 

plus one admin; pharmacy, one stores labourer; ERS domestic, six; ERS labourers, two; 
medical, 11; AHP, six; 111 clinical advisers and/or paramedics, two; nursing, 103. 

 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, given that such agencies are usually used to provide cover 

on a short-term basis, could the Hon. Minister please clarify, once again, why so many individuals – 1610 

particularly in the nursing sector, as we can see the numbers – are currently being sourced via 
agencies? 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, this is by operation of the hospital. This is the case in 

most hospitals worldwide. There will always, inevitably, be a certain element of staff employed 1615 

via agencies. 
 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Could I just ask, Madam Speaker, whether the hon. Member could confirm 

whether making use of agencies to employ staff is considered beneficial to the public purse? 
 1620 

Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, the contracting of workers via agencies is necessary 
in every hospital worldwide. It is necessary to provide a service to the patients. It is an established 
way of getting workers for the hospital. 

 
Madam Speaker: Next question.  1625 
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Q729-31/2023 
Paramedics – 

Training; development opportunities; capacity 
 

Clerk: Question 729. The Hon. J Ladislaus. 
 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, what is the local education pathway, if any, to train new 

paramedics; and how long does it take for a new paramedic to qualify? 
 1630 

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, Care and Business. 
 
Minister for Health, Care and Business (Hon. G Arias-Vasquez): Madam Speaker, I will answer 

this question together with Questions 730 and 731. 
 1635 

Clerk: Question 730. The Hon. J Ladislaus. 
 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, what professional development opportunities are available 

to paramedics both locally and abroad? 
 1640 

Clerk: Question 731. The Hon. J Ladislaus. 
 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, are there currently enough paramedics to man the GHA’s 

ambulance fleet and keep up with demand for the service? 
 1645 

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health Care and Business. 
 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, in answer to Question 729, the GHA is currently 

working closely with the University of Gibraltar to explore the development and delivery of a 
paramedic degree locally. It is envisaged that this would commence in September 2024. Currently, 1650 

a one-year preceptorship/mentorship programme to consolidate practice for returning 
paramedics after a three-year degree or masters training in the UK is applied locally. 

In answer to Question 730, a local MSc in Contemporary Healthcare Practice via the University 
of Gibraltar was offered to all paramedics working in the GHA. Additionally, in-house courses and 
CPD updates via the School of Health Studies are also ongoing. 1655 

In answer to Question 731, the present ambulance skill-set model used by the GHA provides 
enough paramedic capability and contingency planning to provide resilience. 

 
Madam Speaker: Any supplementaries? Next question. 

 
 
 

Q732/2023 
Emergency ambulances – 

Transportation of discharged patients 
 

Clerk: Question 732. The Hon. J Ladislaus. 1660 

 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, are the GHA’s emergency ambulances used to transport 

patients home when they have been discharged from hospital? 
 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, Care and Business. 1665 
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Minister for Health, Care and Business (Hon. G Arias-Vasquez): Madam Speaker, the GHA’s 
emergency ambulances are not used to transport patients home. The emergency ambulances are 
only used to transport patients to another healthcare facility. 

 1670 

Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, could the hon. Member confirm whether any of the other 
ambulances are used to transport patients home? 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, if patients are unable to get themselves home because 

they do not have family members etc, the GHA funds a taxi service to transport a medically fit 1675 

patient home. 
 
Madam Speaker: Next question. 

 
 
 

Q733/2023 
Diabetes clinic – 

Staffing 
 

Clerk: Question 733. The Hon. J Ladislaus. 
 1680 

Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, is there a diabetes clinic manned by a specialist diabetes 
nurse currently ongoing within the GHA? 

 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, Care and Business. 
 1685 

Minister for Health, Care and Business (Hon. G Arias-Vasquez): Madam Speaker, the GHA 
diabetes clinic is currently manned by a specialist diabetes nurse. 

 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, can the hon. Member confirm as from when that has been 

the case? 1690 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, I am unable to give a date as to since when that has 

been the case. It has been the case for quite a while that the specialist diabetes clinic is manned 
by a specialist diabetes nurse. 

 1695 

Madam Speaker: Next question. 
 
 
 

Q734/2023 
Knee surgery – 

Weekday and weekend surgery cost differential 
 

Clerk: Question 734. The Hon. J Ladislaus. 
 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, what is the cost to the GHA of carrying out knee surgeries 

on a weekday in comparison with carrying out the same surgery on a weekend? 1700 

 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, Care and Business. 
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Minister for Health, Care and Business (Hon. G Arias-Vasquez): Madam Speaker, the cost of 
knee surgery is dependent on a number of different variables, namely complexity, urgency, time 1705 

taken, type of surgery, equipment required, post-operative ward costs, type of prosthetics 
required and staffing costs. It is naturally expected that any increase in cost for any knee surgery 
carried out during a weekend is only due to staffing remuneration rates. 

 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, could the hon. Member please clarify whether there is a 1710 

difference in cost because one is working over the weekend rather than on a weekday in order to 
carry out these surgeries? One would expect that to be the case, given that weekends are 
considered more unsociable hours. 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, as I have confirmed, any increase in costs comes from 1715 

staffing costs. 
 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Madam Speaker, just to clarify on that issue, unless it is an emergency 

knee surgery, why would it be the case that you are doing elective or programmed surgery on a 
weekend? 1720 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, this was an initiative that was brought forward by the 

clinicians in the GHA. They are waiting list initiatives to reduce waiting times for patients. 
 
Madam Speaker: Next question. 1725 

 
 
 

Q735-36/2023 
COVID Fund – 

Spending public donations and consultation thereon 
 

Clerk: Question 735. The Hon. J Ladislaus. 
 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, have or will clinical staff be consulted in respect of what the 

public donations to the COVID Fund would be best spent on? 
 1730 

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, Care and Business. 
 
Minister for Health, Care and Business (Hon. G Arias-Vasquez): Madam Speaker, I will answer 

this question together with Question 736. 
 1735 

Clerk: Question 736. The Hon. J Ladislaus. 
 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, now that plans for a new entrance to St Bernard’s Hospital 

have been scrapped, can the Hon. Minister confirm what the public donations to the COVID Fund 
will be spent on? 1740 

 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health Care and Business. 
 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, no decision has been taken as to the future of the 

COVID Fund. However, as with the entrance proposal, there will be full public and clinical 1745 

engagement and consultation regarding the use of the COVID Fund, including with the clinical 
staff. 
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Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, does the hon. Member accept that the public was not 
initially consulted? It was only once the plans were revealed as to the entrance to the hospital 1750 

that the public outcry was then heeded. 
 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, the public was consulted on the plans, so, no, I do not 

accept that premise. 
 1755 

Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, does the Hon. Minister have a timeframe as to when the 
decision could be taken as to whether the public donations to the COVID Fund would be spent? 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: No, Madam Speaker, we do not have a timeframe. 
 1760 

Madam Speaker: Next question. 
 
 
 

Q737-38/2023 
Legionnaires’ disease outbreak – 

Identification and treatment of source 
 

Clerk: Question 737. The Hon. J Ladislaus. 
 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, can the Hon. Minister specify what steps have been or are 

being taken to identify and deal with the source of infection in respect of recently reported cases 1765 

of Legionnaires’ disease within Gibraltar? 
 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, Care and Business. 
 
Minister for Health, Care and Business (Hon. G Arias-Vasquez): Madam Speaker, I will answer 1770 

this question together with Question 738. 
 
Clerk: Question 738. The Hon. C Sacarello. 
 
Hon. C Sacarello: Madam Speaker, can the Government categorically confirm that this mini-1775 

outbreak of Legionnaires’ disease did not originate from any AquaGib-owned reservoirs or pipes? 
 
Clerk: Answer the Minister for Health, Care and Business. 
 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, we have not identified that any potential sources of 1780 

infection are in AquaGib-owned reservoirs or pipes. However, as the hon. Member may be aware, 
following Press Release 872/2023 issued on Friday evening, the Director of Public Health 
confirmed that a common source of infection had been identified and was immediately isolated. 
Further assurances from water specialists have been given to confirm that the risk from this 
potential source has now been mitigated to the extent that it poses no significant risk of further 1785 

infections. 
 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, can the hon. Member comment as to what the potential 

source is? 
 1790 

Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, there is an ongoing investigation into this matter and 
it would be highly irresponsible of me to do so. 
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Hon. C Sacarello: Madam Speaker, could the hon. Member perhaps explain why Reservoir 
No. 1 was emptied the same day – that Friday that you mentioned – the outbreak was announced 1795 

publicly, why it was worked on overnight, and what function exactly was being performed that 
that day and night? 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, it must have been for reasons entirely unrelated, 

because it was not referred to us in any meetings. 1800 

 
Madam Speaker: I have given leave to the Hon. the Leader of the Opposition. All right, the 

Hon. Mr Sacarello. 
 
Hon. C Sacarello: Thank you, Madam Speaker. Does the Government have sufficiently robust 1805 

water management programmes in place to avoid creating the ideal climate for the future 
creation of the bacterium legionella? 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, yes, we do. 
 1810 

Madam Speaker: Does the Hon. the Leader of the Opposition have a question? 
 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Yes, just on that, because the question of the source of infection being 

isolated was the subject of a government press release on Friday and reported on Saturday 
morning, I think it was, and the press release actually says that action has been taken to isolate. I 1815 

cannot recall the specific phrase used, but the Hon. Minister said something like it was ‘a common 
source of infection’. Without telling us precisely what it was, can she not elaborate, in the public 
interest, what that source of infection was? People are concerned about the Legionnaires’ 
outbreak, which unfortunately and tragically led to the loss of the life of one person, and I am sure 
Members opposite join us in expressing our condolences on that issue, but can she not reassure 1820 

people by giving a bit more information on the source of infection? 
 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, as I have already confirmed, there is an ongoing 

investigation and we cannot give any more information. What we can say is that the source has 
been isolated and there is no risk of any further infection. 1825 

 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: I understand that, but I am asking, if she is satisfied at the end of that 

investigation or at the current point in the investigation that this is the cause of the infection, can 
she not give a bit more information about that? Ultimately, for them to issue that press release 
on Friday, they must have been satisfied that it was the source of it, and if they are satisfied that 1830 

it is the source of it, why not end the public speculation in the public interest and reassure the 
public? 

 
Madam Speaker: I just want to interject here to remind the hon. Member that a question 

should not be asked whether a press release was accurate or not. 1835 

 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: I am not sure, Madam – 
 
Madam Speaker: I am not sure that that was what you were asking, but for the avoidance of 

doubt, for the Minister answering, I just highlight that rule. 1840 

 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Madam Speaker, I am not sure I put it in those terms, but if I did – because 

I cannot recall – I certainly did not intend it in that way. I thought I was asking the very straight 
question that I did towards the end of my supplementary. 

 1845 
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Madam Speaker: Well, I understood that perhaps you were asking for comment on the press 
release, but – 

 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: No. 
 1850 

Madam Speaker: All right. 
 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, the investigation has not been finalised, it is an 

ongoing investigation, so we cannot comment any further. 
 1855 

Hon. Dr K Azopardi: If I may probe that a bit, the Government issued a press release and the 
Minister has stood up in this House, on the strength of that press release, to say that there has 
been an identification of the source of it. What I am saying is, if she has made that assurance to 
the people, and given the concern that there is on this issue, can she not reassure the public about 
the source of it, given her affirmation, in the public interest? 1860 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, in the public interest I cannot say more at this stage. 
 
Madam Speaker: All right. Yes, the Hon. Mr Clinton. 
 1865 

Hon. R M Clinton: Thank you, Madam Speaker. I just have a very brief question. If, as the 
Minister says, the Government has identified the source, can she at least tell the House whether 
the source is a public sector source, or is it something in the private sector? 

 
Chief Minister (Hon. F R Picardo): Madam Speaker, we refer all hon. Members to the answer 1870 

the Hon. Minister gave a few moments ago. 
 
Madam Speaker: Yes, the Hon. Mr Origo. 
 
Hon. G Origo: Madam Speaker, thank you.  1875 

Could the hon. Member opposite please clarify? In her statement, a few times, she referred to 
the common source of infection, but I refer to the press release issued on Friday and the very 
words ‘a potential common source of infection was identified’, which infers that it may not be the 
actual source that the Legionnaires’ disease derived from. So could the hon. Member opposite 
please confirm and clarify that it may not actually be that this common source which has been 1880 

identified is actually the source which the disease came from? 
 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, that reflects the issue. I am very grateful that the hon. 

Member opposite has clarified that it is a potential source at this point. It is a very likely potential 
source, but we cannot say any more. The investigation is ongoing and it is not in the public interest 1885 

for me to say any more at this stage. 
 
Madam Speaker: If it is a different question, not on the same issue, yes. 
 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, following the recent outbreak of Legionnaires’, can the hon. 1890 

Member confirm whether any extra precautions will be taken in establishments such as schools 
following the festive period that we are about to come upon, in order to prevent or mitigate this 
from occurring again? 

 
Minister for Education, the Environment and Climate Change (Hon. Prof. J E Cortes): If I may, 1895 

in relation to schools, the measures are ongoing. There was an incident some years ago, hon. 
Members may recall, and since then, whenever the schools are closed for any period of time, taps 
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are left running for the required period and so on. So we are very confident that the schools are 
well catered for and that there is no danger in schools, since the hon. Member has mentioned 
schools specifically. 1900 

 
Madam Speaker: Next question. 

 
 
 

Q739/2023 
GEA vacant posts – 

Recruitment 
 

Clerk: Question 739. The Hon. C Sacarello. 
 
Hon. C Sacarello: In November’s parliamentary session the Government confirmed that there 1905 

were 30 unfilled vacancies within the GEA, of which 12 were actively being recruited for. Is the 
Government intending on filling the remaining 18 vacancies; and, if so, when? 

 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, Care and Business. 
 1910 

Minister for Health, Care and Business (Hon. G Arias-Vasquez): Madam Speaker, HMGoG 
intends to recruit for the remaining 18 vacancies once all vacancies have been advertised 
internally. The remaining vacancies will then go out to the public for candidates who meet the 
requirements. 

Previous applicants have been found to have been lacking in proficiency. Therefore, HMGoG, 1915 

in collaboration with the GEA and the Gibraltar College of Further Education, is considering 
vocational electrical training courses for students, with a view to attaining NVQ level. 

 
Madam Speaker: Next question. 

 
 
 

Q740/2023 
GEA – 

Companies engaged in last financial year 
 

Clerk: Question 740. The Hon. C Sacarello. 1920 

 
Hon. C Sacarello: Would the Government please confirm the names of the 12 companies that 

the GEA engaged with in the last financial year? 
 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, Care and Business. 1925 

 
Minister for Health, Care and Business (Hon. G Arias-Vasquez): Madam Speaker, the names 

of the 12 companies that the GEA engaged in the last financial year are International Site Services, 
Bruno Henrique Mendes da Silva, Park Solar One, JMP Systems, Glide Technologies Ltd, Safety 
Solutions Ltd, Mediterranean Computer Services Ltd, Darktrace Ltd, ABC Services Company Ltd, 1930 

Mott Macdonald, OSG and Aquagib Ltd. 
 
Madam Speaker: Next question. 
 
Clerk: Question 741. The Hon. the Leader of the Opposition.  1935 
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Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Madam Speaker, if I may, I think my colleague has some questions on the 
incontinence schedule, which is Question 721. 

 
Madam Speaker: I am happy to take that now. We will put this one on pause. 

 
 
 

Q721/2023 
Adult incontinence products – 

Expenditure – 
Supplementary questions 

 
Hon. J Ladislaus: I am grateful, Madam Speaker, and I am grateful to the Hon. Leader of the 1940 

Opposition as well, for highlighting that.  
Could the hon. Lady confirm whether the provider has changed, in the recent six months or so, 

as to the incontinence products that are being provided to service users? 
 
Minister for Health, Care and Business (Hon. G Arias-Vasquez): Madam Speaker, the provider 1945 

has not changed. There has been further provision to outpatients, which was not there initially, 
but the provider, Eulabor SL, has not changed. 

 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, can the hon. Member confirm whether the same products 

are being sourced? I ask this question on the basis that I am receiving complaints from service 1950 

users that the products are not up to standard, as they were in the past, and therefore they are 
not benefiting from their use. 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, I am unaware of any change of products. 
 1955 

Madam Speaker: The Hon. the Leader of the Opposition had a question? 
 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Yes, Madam Speaker. I just wanted to ask, because in the original answer 

to Question 720, the hon. Lady Minister talked about Eulabor – that is the right one, yes? – and 
then she went on to talk about Trafalgar Pharmacy for outpatients. Does that mean that Eulabor 1960 

do the inpatients and Trafalgar Pharmacy now do the outpatients, but, before, Eulabor did both 
of them? Is that right? 

In the schedule to Question 721 we have a collective cost. Is there a breakdown that she has 
between inpatient and outpatient? 

 1965 

Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, in order to take those two questions separately, my 
understanding was that previously Eulabor provided all of the incontinence products. There were 
issues with the provision of services to individuals, and therefore it was sought to rectify that by 
having a local provider.  

I do not have a breakdown of the two figures with me. 1970 

 
Madam Speaker: All right, let’s revert to Question 741.  
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Q741/2023 
Flu vaccine – 

Number administered 
 

Clerk: Question 741. The Hon. the Leader of the Opposition. 
 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Madam Speaker, how many people have taken up the offer of this year’s 1975 

flu vaccine to 12th December 2023? 
 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, Care and Business. 
 
Minister for Health, Care and Business (Hon. G Arias-Vasquez): Madam Speaker, a total of 1980 

5,579 flu vaccines have been administered this calendar year up to 12th December 2023. 
 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Madam Speaker, as a beneficiary of the flu vaccine, I declare my interest.  
Does the Minister have statistics on how that compares with previous years, and can I invite 

her to encourage people to take the flu vaccine, as I always did her predecessor? 1985 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, I had my picture taken taking the flu vaccine and I 

would encourage all Gibraltarians to take their flu vaccine regularly.  
In answer to the previous question, in 2019, 2,945 flu vaccines were administered; in 2020, 

7,568 flu vaccines were administered; in 2021, 6,077 flu vaccines were administered; and in 2022, 1990 

6,822 flu vaccines were administered. 
 
Madam Speaker: Next question. 

 
 
 

Q743-44/2023 
Prescription glasses – 
Pensioner entitlement 

 
Clerk: Question 743. The Hon. the Hon. the Leader of the Opposition. 
 1995 

Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Madam Speaker, what is the GHA policy on entitlement to prescription 
glasses for pensioners? 

 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, Care and Business. 
 2000 

Minister for Health, Care and Business (Hon. G Arias-Vasquez): Madam Speaker, I will answer 
this question together with Question 744. 

 
Clerk: Question 744. The Hon. the Leader of the Opposition. 
 2005 

Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Madam Speaker, are pensioners entitled under GHA criteria to 
prescription glasses for free should they need it whenever their prescription changes? 

 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Health, Care and Business. 
 2010 

Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, under the GHA’s Patient Optical Appliance Policy, 
Optical (Adults) 2007, persons registered under the GPMS in receipt of an old age pension or 
elderly person’s allowance, or their dependant, are eligible for GHA assistance with the cost of 
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prescription glasses. The level of subsidy provided is means tested. Therefore, only those persons 
who meet the policy’s criteria and who are on low income will receive a free pair of glasses. 2015 

 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: I see, and that applies to everybody, including pensioners? There is means 

testing also for pensioners – is that right? The mere fact that someone is a pensioner does not 
automatically mean that they are given prescription glasses for free – is that what the hon. 
Member is saying? 2020 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, unfortunately, I do not have that level of information 

on me today. Again, I can clarify that. 
 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Madam Speaker, the question is quite specific. My questions are only 2025 

about pensioners, both of them: whether they are entitled to get glasses for free. She has given 
an answer in relation to a policy and explained that the policy is means tested, and in my 
supplementary I just ask does that mean that the means testing policy that she has described 
applies to pensioners, because my questions are only about pensioners. I do not think she needs 
notice of that. 2030 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: The information that I have been given says that persons in receipt of 

an old age pension or elderly person’s allowance are eligible for GHA assistance with the cost of 
prescription glasses, so I think that answers the hon. Member’s question. 

 2035 

Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Well, I would ask her to perhaps check that, because the information that 
we are receiving – and the information may or may not be accurate, but it is the source of the 
question and I am inviting her to review the issue, if that is so – is that some pensioners are being 
told that they are entitled to get prescription glasses for free, but only if their prescription changes 
within a certain number of years, and that if it changes more frequently than three, four or five 2040 

years, they are not entitled to get their prescription glasses for free. So to the extent that people 
are receiving information like that, the Minister can assure people that that is incorrect? 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, my understanding is that applications for assistance 

are available every two years, and there is an exception for that considered where there is a 2045 

clinical need for a change in a person’s glasses. The applications, therefore, cannot be every five 
years as the hon. Member says. However, if there is information that is being received, I would 
welcome that information to be provided to me, and we will check it. As far as we are concerned, 
the policy is that applications for assistance are available every two years. 

 2050 

Hon. Dr K Azopardi: I see, but I think the Minister has said also ‘subject to clinical need’. If 
someone’s prescription changes within two years, does the Minister agree with me that there is, 
therefore, a clinical need for the prescription to change, and that they would, therefore, be eligible 
under the saving of that policy? 

 2055 

Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: The clinical need arises if there is ocular surgery, eye disease or anything 
of that nature. I review my own glasses once every two years. In the ordinary course, applications 
can be made once every two years. If there is a clinical need based on a significant change, i.e. eye 
disease or ocular surgery, the prescription glasses will be reviewed. 

 2060 

Hon. Dr K Azopardi: I see. So something as significant at that; the clinical need does not extend 
to a simple change of the prescription. Is that right? 

 
Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, there has to be a significant change in the 

prescription, and the significant change is determined by clinicians.  2065 
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Hon. Dr K Azopardi: I understand, but given that it is all about the policy, really, can I invite the 
hon. Member to perhaps reflect on whether the policy should change to allow persons on low 
incomes to be entitled to changes in prescription for free within the two-year period, precisely 
because they are on low income? 

 2070 

Hon. G Arias-Vasquez: Madam Speaker, where a clinician determines that there is a clinical 
need for the review of that prescription, indeed, that is the case, but otherwise the policy remains 
that every two years there is assistance available for people requiring prescription glasses. 

 
Madam Speaker: Next question. 2075 

 
 
 

JUSTICE, TRADE AND INDUSTRY 
 

Q745/2023 
HM Prison – 

Apprenticeships and courses 
 

Clerk: Questions to the Hon the Minister for Justice, Trade and Industry. 
Question 745. The Hon. A Sanchez. 
 
Hon. A Sanchez: Could the Government state whether there are any apprenticeships/courses 

currently available for those in custody at HM Prison; and, if so, could they provide details of the 2080 

courses available and the current number of individuals participating in said programmes? 
 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Justice, Trade and Industry. 
 
Minister for Justice, Trade and Industry (Hon. N Feetham): Madam Speaker, HM Prison 2085 

Service does not offer any apprenticeships. It offers one-hour evening classes delivered by the 
College of Further Education in the following subjects: English, Maths, Spanish and French. 
HM Prison Service also has a workshop for hand crafts/woodwork. At present, we have 50% – 
16 inmates – participating. 

 2090 

Madam Speaker: Any supplementaries? 
 
Hon. E J Reyes: Madam Speaker, the one-hour session, is it one hour per week or one hour 

daily? I am not acquainted with the frequency. 
 2095 

Hon. N Feetham: My understanding, Madam Speaker, is that it is one hour daily. That is the 
information that I have here, which I have interpreted as meaning one hour daily. 

 
Hon. A Sanchez: Does the hon. Member have any plans to introduce any apprenticeship 

courses at HM Prison for those who might be interested? 2100 

 
Hon. N Feetham: Madam Speaker, apprenticeships have never been provided in the Prison, 

mainly as it requires years of training and inmates’ sentences fall well below the training 
requirements, and they are, therefore, unable to complete the course while in prison. Space in 
the establishment is limited and I believe that a major investment by Government would have to 2105 

be made in order to provide teachers, materials, machinery and, more importantly, space. 
 
Madam Speaker: Next question.  
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Q746/2023 
Electric scooters – 

Number of riders prosecuted 
 

Clerk: Question 746. The Hon. G Origo. 
 2110 

Hon. G Origo: Madam Speaker, can the Government state how many electric scooter riders 
have been prosecuted for contravening traffic laws? 

 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Justice, Trade and Industry. 
 2115 

Minister for Justice, Trade and Industry (Hon. N Feetham): Madam Speaker, the Royal 
Gibraltar Police have prosecuted 13 electric scooter riders for the offence of driving a personal 
light electric transporter (PLET) whilst over the prescribed limit of alcohol. 

 
Madam Speaker: Next question. 2120 

 
 
 

Q747/2023 
RGP inspectors – 

Number 
 

Clerk: Question 746. The Hon. J Ladislaus. 
 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, how many inspectors does the RGP currently have within 

its complement, considering any inspectors who are not currently on active duty? 
 2125 

Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Justice, Trade and Industry. 
 
Minister for Justice, Trade and Industry (Hon. N Feetham): Madam Speaker, the Royal 

Gibraltar Police has 14 inspectors, of whom one has been interdicted and two are on sick leave. 
 2130 

Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, given the vast number of interdictions in recent months, 
could the hon. Member clarify whether anything is being put in place to mitigate the shortfall, 
particularly in terms of senior officers within the RGP? 

 
Hon. N Feetham: I am grateful for the question, Madam Speaker. The absent inspectors are 2135 

being covered by sergeants acting as inspectors in their stead and by other inspectors covering 
the rostered duty officers’ responsibilities. There is an inspector appointed as the duty officer and 
on duty during eight hours, and then on call on a 24/7 basis. All inspectors share this responsibility, 
which occurs on a rotation every 14 weeks. 

 2140 

Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, I am grateful to the hon. Member for that, but could he 
perhaps clarify who is covering the sergeants who are, in turn, acting inspectors? 

 
Hon. N Feetham: My understanding, Madam Speaker, is that it is police constables who, in 

turn, cover for sergeants. 2145 

 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, could the hon. Member then perhaps clarify what is being 

put in place in order to mitigate the impact of the shortfall that is clearly occurring within the RGP?  
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Hon. N Feetham: Madam Speaker, the Government of Gibraltar continues to support the 
Commissioner of Police with further resources and has done so by recently starting the 2150 

employment process for the recruitment of more officers, and for more support staff to release 
police officers into frontline duties.  

I would also like to remind the hon. Member opposite that in answer to the last parliamentary 
question – how does the Government propose to tackle the shortfall in the Royal Gibraltar Police 
complement and its impact on policing? – we stated:  2155 

 
the Royal Gibraltar Police has recently employed 16 police officers, who started their police recruit training in 
September 2023 and should be operationally deployable in March 2024. Furthermore, the RGP has recently 
conducted an additional recruitment campaign and will soon be employing a further 12 police officers, who will 
start their police recruit training in January 2024. 
 

In addition, as a supplementary answer to the parliamentary Question 584/2023 in the last 
parliamentary session, we said, ‘His Majesty’s Government of Gibraltar has also agreed with the 
Commissioner of Police that the Royal Gibraltar Police should not fall below the complement level’ 
and, in the new financial year, will be allowed to recruit above the complement level to maintain 
resilience. 2160 

 
Madam Speaker: Next question. 

 
 
 

Q748/2023 
RGP officers interdicted – 

Number and rank 
 

Clerk: Question 748. The Hon. J Ladislaus. 
 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, can the Hon. Minister confirm the current number of Royal 2165 

Gibraltar Police officers who are currently interdicted and their ranks? 
 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Justice, Trade and Industry. 
 
Minister for Justice, Trade and Industry (Hon. N Feetham): Madam Speaker, there are 2170 

currently nine police officers who are interdicted: one inspector, three sergeants and five 
constables. 

 

Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, could the hon. Gentleman perhaps confirm whether it could 
be the case that police officers, particularly the more senior officers, could be covered by bringing 2175 

in officers from other constabularies? 
 

Hon. N Feetham: Absolutely, Madam Speaker. In fact, in my last meeting with the 
Commissioner of Police we discussed that precise subject and I am pleased to report to this House 
that the Commissioner has identified a number of potential recruits from the United Kingdom at 2180 

a level that will allow for the replacement of gaps and shortage within the Police Force. 
 

Hon. J Ladislaus: Madam Speaker, could the hon. Gentleman perhaps confirm whether those 
would be short-term posts and how many will be recruited? I am grateful. 

 2185 

Hon. N Feetham: I do not currently have that information with me at hand, but I am very happy 
to provide that information outside this forum. 

 

Madam Speaker: Next question.  
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Q749/2023 
Terror threat level – 

RGP resource 
 

Clerk: Question 749. The Hon. J Ladislaus. 2190 

 
Hon. J Ladislaus: Given that the terror threat level has been raised by various European 

countries in recent weeks because of the escalation in the situation in the Middle East, can the 
Government confirm that they will further resource the RGP to cope with any extra demands on 
workload resulting from an increased threat level? 2195 

 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Justice, Trade and Industry. 
 
Minister for Justice, Trade and Industry (Hon. N Feetham): Madam Speaker, the threat level 

to Gibraltar, which is set by the Gibraltar Contingency Council, which is co-chaired by His 2200 

Excellency the Governor and the Hon. the Chief Minister, has not increased and continues to be 
at ‘moderate’. The question is, therefore, hypothetical. 

 
Madam Speaker: Next question. 

 
 
 

INWARD INVESTMENT AND THE SAVINGS BANK 
 

Q750/2023 
Public debt – 

Figures at 1st November 2023 
 

Q751/2023 
General Sinking Fund – 

Balance at 1st November 2023 
 

Q752/2023 
TNG Realty (Eastside) Ltd bonds – 

Whether to be purchased by Government or its entities 
 

Q753/2023 
GSB loan to GSBA Ltd – 

Whether to be used to fund National Economic Plan 
 

Q754/2023 
GSB cash in hand – 

Whether held as Bank of England sterling notes and coins 
 

Clerk: Questions to the Hon. the Minister for Inward Investment and the Savings Bank. 2205 

Question 750. The Hon. R M Clinton. 
 
Hon. R M Clinton: Madam Speaker, can the Government please provide the total gross debt, 

aggregate debt after application of the Sinking Fund to gross debt, cash reserves and net debt 
figures for public debt for the following date: 1st November 2023? 2210 

 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Inward Investment and the Savings Bank.  
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Minister for Inward Investment and the Savings Bank (Hon. Sir J J Bossano): Madam Speaker, 
I will answer this question together with Question 751 to 754. 

 2215 

Clerk: Question 751. The Hon. R M Clinton. 
 
Hon. R M Clinton: Can the Government advise the balance on the General Sinking Fund on the 

following date: 1st November 2023? 
 2220 

Clerk: Question 752. The Hon. R M Clinton. 
 
Hon. R M Clinton: Can the Government advise whether the Gibraltar Savings Bank or any other 

government owned or controlled entity will be purchasing any bonds issued by TNG Realty 
(Eastside) Ltd? 2225 

 
Clerk: Question 753. The Hon. R M Clinton. 
 
Hon. R M Clinton: Can the Government advise what element of the £60 million borrowed from 

the Gibraltar Savings Bank by GSBA Ltd at 30th September 2023 is being used to fund the 2230 

Government’s National Economic Plan? 
 
Clerk: Question 754. The Hon. R M Clinton. 
 
Hon. R M Clinton: Can the Government advise if the £12,185,428.79 reported as cash in hand 2235 

at the Gibraltar Savings Bank at 30th September 2023 are Bank of England issued sterling notes 
and coins? 

 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Minister for Inward Investment and the Savings Bank. 
 2240 

Hon. Sir J J Bossano: Madam Speaker, the General Sinking Fund, gross debt and aggregate debt 
for November 2023 was at the same level as it was in October 2023. The cash reserves and the 
net debt figures were as follows. At 1st November 2023, cash reserves £80 million and net debt 
£765.1 million.  

As regards the bonds issued by TNG Realty (Eastside) Ltd, no decision has yet been taken on 2245 

whether to invest.  
No element of the £60 million GSBA loan notes held by the Savings Bank is funding any 

government expenditure under the National Economic Plan. 
The £12,185,428.79 cash in hand at the Gibraltar Savings Bank at 30th September 2023 

consisted of either Bank of England or Gibraltar Government sterling notes and Royal Mint or 2250 

Gibraltar National Mint coins. 
 
Hon. R M Clinton: Madam Speaker, I will deal with the questions one by one. In relation to 

Question 752, in terms of purchasing bonds issued by TNG Realty, the Minister said no decision 
has been made as yet. My question was fairly wide in terms of Savings Bank or government owned 2255 

or controlled entities. Can he tell the House who is considering whether or not to invest in these 
bonds? Is it the Savings Bank or a government-owned company? What entity is making this 
deliberation? Also, if I may add, to what extent would they consider an investment of this sort? 

 
Hon. Sir J J Bossano: I cannot tell the hon. Member what they will or will not decide, but the 2260 

people who decide are the people who decide all the investments in the Savings Bank. That is to 
say in the Written Answer he has a breakdown of investments of £1.6 billion. Those investments 
are decisions taken by the professionals who operate the investment side of the deposits.  
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Hon. R M Clinton: Madam Speaker, I think he has answered my question in terms of what 
entity – the Gibraltar Savings Bank, it would appear. Can the Minister confirm …? Well, he has 2265 

confirmed – the Savings Bank – but can he give an indication of how much the Savings Bank might 
be willing to invest? 

 
Hon. Sir J J Bossano: I am not involved in taking a decision, and in any case, what they might 

or might not do is hypothetical, and therefore I do not have to answer. 2270 

 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Madam Speaker, before my hon. colleague goes on to other questions, is 

the Minister saying that the Government or the Minister is not going to be involved in any shape 
or form in the decision making on this question? 

 2275 

Hon. Sir J J Bossano: I am the Minister responsible for the Savings Bank to this Parliament and 
I have answered that quite clearly. I do not know why he thinks he needs a supplementary. 

 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Only because in previous decisions in relation to the Savings Bank, we 

have certainly got the impression that the Minister has been involved in the decision making. For 2280 

example, when there was an announcement about the possible use of Savings Bank moneys in 
relation to the Victoria Stadium or other projects, it was announced by the hon. Member quite 
publicly. I was simply asking, to the extent that the Savings Bank is going to take a decision, 
whether the Minister or any other Minister is going to be involved in the decision making, because 
clearly they have been in the past. 2285 

 
Hon. Sir J J Bossano: Madam Speaker, if the hon. Member took the trouble to read the 

manifesto of the election he would know that there is a policy of investing in sponsored projects 
in the National Economic Plan. This particular investment does not fall into that category. It falls 
into the category of, for example, the £200 million that is being invested in companies in the 2290 

United Kingdom, and that is not a decision that requires a policy decision by the Government. That 
has been happening for as long as the Savings Bank has been in existence, or at least in recent 
years. In the time when they were in government, there were investments in debt issued by 
companies in the United Kingdom, and those decisions were taken on the merits of the investment 
professionally and not on any other criteria. That continues to be the case. 2295 

 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Just a final question, Madam Speaker. Of course, these bonds are unlisted 

and unsecured and they are of a different and higher risk nature, but I think the Hon. Minister is 
saying – although he has not said so in terms, because I put my supplementary again and his 
answer was to explain methodology with reference, first, to the manifesto and then, 2300 

subsequently, to the fact that this project fell outside the manifesto; I do not think he exactly said 
so in terms, but I am inviting him to say so – that he would not form part of the decision making 
on this issue. 

 
Hon. Sir J J Bossano: What he is asking me has already been answered, but I can tell him that 2305 

my view is that there is a higher risk of a quoted company defaulting in London, because the 
money that is invested in this particular bond would be money that would result in economic 
activity in Gibraltar. The money that we invest in the Stock Exchange in London produces nothing 
for Gibraltar other than the return. I do not necessarily accept that because something is listed, it 
is less risky than if it is not listed, but that is a matter of opinion. 2310 

 
Madam Speaker: The Hon. Mr Clinton. 
 
Hon. R M Clinton: Thank you, Madam Speaker. I will carry on to the next question, Question 

753. If I understood the Minister’s answer correctly, I think he said nothing was being spent by the 2315 
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Government on the National Economic Plan. The Minister will recall that in previous questions in 
this House I have asked about GSBA. In fact, I think he volunteered the information about GSBA, 
and at the time he had mentioned that the GSBA had funded something in the order of £20 million 
towards the Rooke Nursing Home cost via intermediary companies. The Minister will, of course, 
recognise that. Over and above that £20 million, has any other amount of the £60 million lent to 2320 

GSBA been used in support of the Government National Economic Plan, of which he is the 
architect? 

 
Hon. Sir J J Bossano: Since he mentioned the Government National Economic Plan, I assumed 

that he was referring to whether the Government was spending money in the National Economic 2325 

Plan, which was sourced from the Savings Bank. If he is talking about whether the Savings Bank 
has bought loan notes related to sponsored projects beyond the £20 million, the position now is 
that currently it is £39.5 million. 

 
Hon. R M Clinton: I am grateful to the Hon. Minister – we got to what I was trying to ask. I think 2330 

he just said £39.5 million, so the additional £19 million-odd: can the Minister provide any 
information to the House as to which sponsored projects this is supporting? 

 
Hon. Sir J J Bossano: At the last meeting of the House I listed the projects that had been 

sponsored. He had the ones that were completed and the ones that were ongoing, and those are 2335 

the ones that are covered by the original £20 million and the new £19.5 million. 
 
Madam Speaker: Does the Hon. Mr Clinton have anything further? 
Next question. 
 2340 

Hon. R M Clinton: Madam Speaker, I have one on the next question. 
 
Madam Speaker: I did ask. 
 
Hon. R M Clinton: Sorry, Madam Speaker, I meant I had nothing more on this question. 2345 

Just moving to the last question I had for the hon. Member, Question 754, the Minister, I think, 
has not given me an exact answer as to what element of the £12 million is in Bank of England or 
Gibraltar currency notes, but can I ask the Minister this? The Currency Notes Security Fund is 
invested in the Gibraltar Savings Bank, or at least 100% the last time I checked. The last time I had 
a Principal Auditor’s Report, the balance of the money, which would represent now about 2350 

£34 million, represented a deposit in the Savings Bank. If there is £12 million of notes in the 
Savings Bank, it becomes circular if that £12 million is listed as an asset, which is an asset for the 
Currency Notes Fund, which is supposed to be secured on assets to secure those notes. It is totally 
circular. Is the Minister, in any way, considering that point and that the currency notes of Gibraltar 
issued under the Currency Notes Fund cannot, obviously, provide security to itself, being an asset? 2355 

It cannot be an asset of itself, so has he taken steps to ensure that of that £12 million, certainly 
from a purist point of view, it is, in the bulk, Bank of England notes? And, if I may ask, why is there 
a need for such a high balance? 

 
Hon. Sir J J Bossano: I do not know why he feels the need to ask it this year and he has not 2360 

asked it ever before. That balance has been there for a very long time. That is the balance, and I 
do not see … The Gibraltar pound is sterling as much as the UK pound is sterling – it says it on the 
note – (Interjection by Hon. R M Clinton) so that is the amount that it has in cash here, and of 
course the amount that we have invested in the Bank of England is higher, anyway, than the 
money in circulation. I do not know what his concern is, but he has certainly never been concerned 2365 

before about that amount, and it has been there all the time. 
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Hon. R M Clinton: But does the Minister accept that the Gibraltar pound, which is meant to be 
back to back with assets, cannot be security for itself? It would be self-defeating that the Gibraltar 
pound is worth £1 of itself and therefore, to an extent, the Currency Notes Fund, if it is invested 2370 

in the Gibraltar Savings Bank, should either have a specially designated element of the Savings 
Bank to cover it, or that the cash that is held is not Gibraltar-issued notes. 

 
Hon. Sir J J Bossano: [Inaudible] that there is any problem because there are £12 million in the 

Savings Bank, any more than if they were, instead of the Savings Bank, in any other bank. Nobody 2375 

has suggested that we are keeping £12,185,428.79 as the reserve of the currency in circulation or 
the coins in circulation. This is his interpretation, this year, of something that has been there for a 
very long time. 

 
Madam Speaker: Next question. 2380 

 
 
 

DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER 
 

Q755/2023 
Landlord and Tenant Act – 

Policy re amendment or repeal of section 69 
 

Clerk: Questions to the Hon. the Deputy the Chief Minister.  
Question 755. The Hon. C Sacarello. 
 
Hon. C Sacarello: What is the Government’s policy on the amendment or repeal of section 69 

of the Landlord and Tenant Act? 2385 

 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Deputy Chief Minister. 
 
Deputy Chief Minister (Hon. Dr J J Garcia): Madam Speaker, the Government has no plans at 

present to amend or repeal section 69 of the Landlord and Tenant Act. However, it is open to 2390 

listening to presentations in that regard. 
 
Hon. C Sacarello: Madam Speaker, I thank the Hon. Deputy Chief Minister for his reply and I 

certainly commend the intention to listen to the public on this. Section 69 was a subsection, or at 
least a subsection (2), that was introduced back in the 1980s, I believe, in a world where the 2395 

landlords were feeling aggrieved at not cashing in on leases being assigned at a time when it made 
sense that this legislation was introduced. However, it is not a perfect piece of legislation. I am 
sorry about the preamble, but it is pertinent to my – 

 
Madam Speaker: I presume the Minister, when he said that he was willing to listen to 2400 

representations … it was not today. 
 
Hon. C Sacarello: I beg your pardon. It was meant to be compensatory and not punitive, and 

this is what effectively is happening now, where, even where no consideration is being exchanged 
for an assignment, the landlords are seeing it as a lottery and are charging it. There are many 2405 

businesses out there, some who do not even realise that they are susceptible to this, but plenty 
who do suffer. 

 
Madam Speaker: Could I ask for the question now? 
 2410 
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Hon. C Sacarello: I would ask: if they are interested, what form of engagement and when would 
this take place? Thank you. 

 
Hon. Deputy Chief Minister: Madam Speaker, I do not want to mislead the hon. Member. This 

is not a policy priority for the Government. As the hon. Member has quite rightly said, this has 2415 

been around since 1986, so that is 37 years. It has spanned 10 different Governments – this is the 
11th – and none of them have really seen the need to address it in any way.  

What I am saying is that certainly the Government is more than happy and willing to listen to 
any representation, so if anybody wants to write in – primarily I assume it would be the Minister 
for Business who will deal with this, or myself, perhaps, as the Minister for Land – and make 2420 

representations, the Government would be happy to consider them, but it is not a policy priority 
in that sense. 

 
Madam Speaker: Next question. 

 
 
 

Q756/2023 
Midtown car park – 

Rooftop level expressions of interest 
 

Clerk: Question 756. The Hon. the Leader of the Opposition. 2425 

 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: Can the Government update the House on the consideration of 

expressions of interest in relation to the rooftop level of Midtown car park? 
 
Clerk: Answer, the Hon. the Deputy Chief Minister. 2430 

 
Deputy Chief Minister (Hon. Dr J J Garcia): Madam Speaker, the Government was not content 

with the proposed uses or the level of premium submitted by respondents to the expressions of 
interest process in respect of the rooftop level of the Midtown car park. 

 2435 

Hon. Dr K Azopardi: I see. Is the Government intending to reissue an expressions of interest, 
or is it now abandoning that project? 

 
Hon. Deputy Chief Minister: Madam Speaker, the process is terminated. The Government 

could take a policy decision to issue a new expression of interest or to do something else in that 2440 

space, but that decision has not been taken and it is not imminent or urgent in that sense. 
 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: No decision has been taken whether to issue a new expressions of interest 

process, so it is a live question – is that right? 
 2445 

Hon. Deputy Chief Minister: I suppose, Madam Speaker, it is a non-question. It is not 
something which is immediately, urgently on the Government’s mind at the moment. The options 
are open, but it is not something urgent or pressing at this given moment in time. 

 
Hon. Dr K Azopardi: But if a decision is taken to explore this possibility again, there would be 2450 

another expressions of interest process – is that correct? 
 
Hon. Deputy Chief Minister: Madam Speaker, yes, unless the Government decided to use that 

space for itself.  
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Adjournment 
 

Chief Minister (Hon. F R Picardo): Madam Speaker, I move that the House should now adjourn 2455 

to Thursday at 3 p.m., to take Chief Minister’s questions. 
 
Madam Speaker: I now propose the question, which is that this House now adjourn to 

Thursday at 3 p.m. 
I now put the question, which is that this House do now adjourn to Thursday at 3 p.m. Those 2460 

in favour? (Members: Aye.) Those against? Passed.  
This House will now adjourn to Thursday at 3 p.m. 

 
The House adjourned at 6.05 p.m. 


